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About this edition

Take everything here with a grain of glacial silt or a pinch of snow.
LakeLoui.se reflects one local’s personal (and at times imperfect)
understanding of this wild landscape and its storied history. It’s
an unofficial guide, born from mountain obsession, meant to lend
a hand and hopefully kindle a similar wonder in others.
At its heart, this site is a personal love letter to Lake Louise. It
is a strictly independent project and is not an official resource
for (nor is it endorsed by) Parks Canada, the Fairmont Chateau
Lake Louise, the Lake Louise Ski Resort, or Banff & Lake Louise
Tourism. Please consult official sources for current rules and up-
dates. Explore often, tread carefully, and know that you wander
at your own risk.
Comments, corrections, or feedback: info@lakeloui.se

Generated from the wiki at lakeloui.se.
Version 20260729. The version number is simply the day this
edition was built (YYYYMMDD).
Copyright LakeLoui.se. All rights reserved.
Safety and freshness: Safety, access, weather, closures, road
conditions, shuttle rules, prices, and operator details can change
after this book is built. Use this guide for context, then verify cur-
rent decisions with Parks Canada, 511 Alberta, Roam Transit,
Lake Louise Ski Resort, or the responsible operator before com-
mitting to travel, terrain, payment, or timing.
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How to Use This Guide

This Trail Guide is arranged for decisions in the field: how to get
there, what to verify before leaving, which season you are in, and
which route fits the day.
Start with access, safety, and first-visit planning if you are still
shaping the trip. Use the area chapters when choosing a summer
hike around Lake Louise or Moraine Lake. Use the winter chap-
ters when surface, grooming, avalanche exposure, daylight, and
temperature matter more than summer distance.
The A-Z section at the back is for quick lookup once you already
know a route name. Treat it as a compact reference, not as the
best reading order.
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Lake Louise at a Glance

Lake Louise is compact on a map, but it behaves like several dif-
ferent places. The village and Bow Valley approach handle most
practical needs. The Lake Louise lakeshore is the visual and trail-
head core. Moraine Lake is nearby but operates as a separate ac-
cess problem for most visitors. The Icefields Parkway and Yoho
extend the regional context beyond a single lake visit.
Season changes the whole trip. Summer is shaped by shuttle
reservations, crowd timing, parking pressure, wildlife restrictions,
and trail choice. Autumn concentrates demand around larch sea-
son. Winter shifts attention to road conditions, grooming, ice,
avalanche exposure, daylight, and cold-weather margin.
Use this guide by first deciding the area and season, then narrow-
ing by difficulty, time, weather, and current official conditions.

Maps and navigation
This book has no topographic maps, so carry a proper map and
know how to read it before heading out. Parks Canada hands
out free area and trail maps for Lake Louise and Moraine Lake
at the visitor centre and online; for contour detail, the Gem Trek
“Lake Louise & Yoho” map and the National Topographic System
1:50,000 sheets covering the area are widely available. Download
or buy what you need before you go, since cell coverage on the
trails is unreliable.
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Getting There and Getting
Around

Lake Louise Park and Ride
The Lake Louise Park and Ride is the large parking lot at the
Lake Louise Ski Resort base, at 1 Whitehorn Road just off the
Trans-Canada Highway, Highway 1. Parking is free, subject to the
seasonal access rules that apply to shuttle users.

The shuttle hub
The lot is the staging hub for the lakes shuttle system. Parks
Canada shuttles to the Lake Louise lakeshore and Moraine Lake
depart here. Access to Moraine Lake continues along Moraine
Lake Road. Commercial operators also use the base area, and re-
gional Roam Transit buses connect it with Banff.
The Lake Connector is included with a Parks Canada shuttle
reservation. It travels between Lake Louise and Moraine Lake,
allowing visitors to see both lakes with one booking.
The same base area serves the Lake Louise Summer Sightseeing
Gondola and the Lake Louise Ski Resort.

Parking and check-in
Reservation holders park and check in at the kiosk during their
assigned departure window. In peak season, use of the free lot for
lake access is tied to holding a shuttle reservation. Arrive with
enough time to park, walk to check-in, and prepare for boarding.
Confirm shuttle dates, reservation windows, and parking rules
through reservation.pc.gc.ca and Parks Canada before planning
around a specific date.

Moraine Lake Road
The 12.5 km paved Moraine Lake Road climbs from the Lake
Louise area into the Valley of the Ten Peaks, ending at Moraine
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Getting There and Getting Around

Lake and the Rockpile. Personal vehicles have not been permit-
ted since 2023. In recent seasons, access for vehicles displaying
accessibility placards has also ended, so there is no general drive-
up option.
The former parking lot often filled before dawn. Restricting per-
sonal vehicles reduces congestion, improves safety, and helps pro-
tect the surrounding landscape.

Getting there
Most visitors reserve a Parks Canada shuttle from the Lake
Louise Park and Ride. Seasonal Roam Transit service and com-
mercial operators provide other options. Overnight guests of
Moraine Lake Lodge retain vehicle access.
At the lake, short paths lead to the Rockpile and the longer trail
into Larch Valley. The larch season is the busiest access window.

Cycling the road
The road is paved for its full 12.5 km length and provides a sus-
tained uphill ride to the lake. It is especially popular during the
shoulder window after snowmelt but before shuttle operations be-
gin, when the road is open to non-motorized traffic. E-bikes are
permitted.
There are no services or drinking water along the road. Carry wa-
ter and bear spray, allow for changing mountain weather, and ex-
pect wildlife in grizzly bear habitat.

Season and closures
The road typically opens around the start of June and closes in
mid-October. It is gated and snowbound for the rest of the year;
opening dates depend on snow clearing and safe conditions.
Confirm current access rules, road dates, and reservations
through reservation.pc.gc.ca and Parks Canada before planning
around a specific date.
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Getting There and Getting Around

Parks Canada Shuttles
The main seasonal shuttle system for Lake Louise and Moraine
Lake in summer.

Operation
Shuttles typically use the Lake Louise Park and Ride at the Lake
Louise Ski Resort base. Reservations are usually part of the ac-
cess plan. For Moraine Lake, most visitors use a shuttle, bus,
commercial operator, or bicycle because Moraine Lake Road is
closed to regular personal-vehicle access.
Confirm release dates, fees, inventory rules, and operating details
through reservation.pc.gc.ca and Parks Canada before planning
around a specific date.

Roam Transit
Bus service between Banff and Lake Louise, with year-round ser-
vice on Route 8X.

Routes
Route 8X (Lake Louise Express) connects Banff to Lake Louise
year-round, including a stop at the Lake Louise Park and Ride.
Route 10 (Moraine Lake Express) runs during the fall from Banff
to Moraine Lake along Moraine Lake Road, which is otherwise
closed to personal vehicles.
Roam’s reservable pass products and Lake Connector access
rules can change by season. Check Roam and Parks Canada di-
rectly for current pass types, connector eligibility, timing, and re-
turn requirements before planning around a specific bus.
Useful if you are staying in Banff and do not want to drive or deal
with parking. Confirm schedules, reservations, pass rules, and
fares at roamtransit.com before planning around a specific depar-
ture.
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Safety, Weather, and
Seasonal Conditions

Safety
The Lake Louise and Moraine Lake corridor is grizzly habitat at
1,731 m, where weather changes fast and trail decisions should
be conservative in every season. Use this page as preparation
context, then verify current guidance with Parks Canada before
you go. LakeLoui.se is never safety clearance.
You are viewing summer safety. Use the season toggle at the top
of the page for the winter version.
You are viewing winter safety. Use the season toggle at the top of
the page for the summer version.

Official sources
Check official sources for closures, wildlife restrictions, group-
size rules, avalanche ratings, permits, emergency guidance, and
rescue information.

• Parks Canada: park rules, closures, restrictions, bulletins, ac-
cess, and visitor safety.

• Parks Canada winter safety: winter activity and mountain
safety guidance.

• Avalanche Canada: avalanche forecasts and bulletins.
• Parks Canada reservations: bookable Parks Canada services.
• 511 Alberta and DriveBC: road status.

1. Bear spray
Bear spray is a last-resort wildlife deterrent, and how you carry
and handle it matters as much as how you aim it. Learn current
Parks Canada guidance before relying on it.

• Carry one each, where you can reach it. One canister per
person, on a belt or chest holster, not buried in a pack where
you cannot get to it in the seconds an encounter gives you. Ef-
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Safety, Weather, and Seasonal Conditions

fective range is roughly 8 to 10 metres.
• Check the expiry. Canisters lose pressure over time; replace
an expired one before you head out. You cannot fly with bear
spray, so buy or rent it after you arrive: Wilson Mountain
Sports in Lake Louise, or outdoor retailers in Banff and Can-
more.

• Train, do not wing it. Read official guidance, practice with an
inert training canister if you can, and know where the safety is
and which way the nozzle points before you are ever stressed.
Do not rely on a webpage for deployment technique.

Most bear-spray incidents around here do not involve a bear.
They are people gassing themselves, their group, or a stranger,
and every one of them is avoidable:

• On a bus or shuttle, keep it sealed away. On the Park and
Ride, a Parks Canada shuttle, or Roam Transit, a canister that
discharges in a packed, enclosed vehicle is a serious event for
everyone aboard. Keep it well secured, in a pack or a holster
you trust not to snag, until you are at the trail.

• Mind the wind. Spray with the wind at your back. Fired into
a headwind or crosswind, the cloud blows back onto you and
everyone around you. If you are standing in a crowd, you are
almost certainly not in a real bear encounter.

• Do not test-fire it for fun. Never set off a live canister in-
doors, in a vehicle, or near other people to see how it works.
Use an inert trainer for that.

• It is not a repellent. Do not spray it on yourself, your gear,
your tent, or the ground. It does not work that way, the residue
can actually attract bears, and you will hurt yourself. It is a sin-
gle direct blast at a charging animal’s face, nothing else.

• Keep the safety on, and keep it cool. The safety clip is the
only thing preventing an accidental discharge, so leave it on
until you need it. Do not leave a canister in a hot car or direct
sun; it can vent or burst above about 50°C. Keep it away from
children, and do not pass a live one around the group.

If you are sprayed, get to fresh air, flush your eyes and skin with
plenty of cool water, do not rub, and take out contact lenses. It
is worse than it sounds; a solid hit can burn for four to six hours,
though it is not usually lasting. In an enclosed space the cloud
reaches everyone, not just the person holding the canister. If any-
one is struggling to breathe, or a child, an older person, or some-
one with asthma is caught in it, treat it as a medical situation and
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Safety, Weather, and Seasonal Conditions

call 911.

• Conditions change. Wildlife closures, warnings, and group-
size rules shift through the season. Check Parks Canada bul-
letins and trailhead signage before you go.

2. Wildlife etiquette
Distance: Give wildlife far more space than feels necessary, es-
pecially grizzlies, black bears, wolves, cougars, elk, moose, and
bighorn sheep. Check Parks Canada for current distance guid-
ance and restrictions.
Food and scented items: Secure food, garbage, sunscreen, lip
balm, and scented items. Even small scraps can food-condition
wildlife.

3. Rockies 10 essentials
Focus on visibility and heat retention.

• Navigation: Physical topo map and baseplate compass.
• Sun protection: High-altitude sun can be intense. Bring sun-
screen, a hat, and UV-rated sunglasses.

• Insulation: Synthetic or down insulation. It can be warm at
the lake and cold higher on the trail.

• Illumination: LED headlamp with fresh batteries.
• First aid: Moleskin or Compeed for blisters; elastic wrap for
rolled ankles.

• Signaling and shelter: High-decibel whistle and ultralight
emergency bivy (traps air like a sleeping bag; better than a
blanket).

• Repair: Small multi-tool; 3 feet of duct tape wrapped around
your water bottle.

• Nutrition: Extra no-cook food such as jerky, nuts, or bars.
• Hydration: Enough water capacity for your route, plus a treat-
ment method if you plan to refill.

• Communication: Satellite messenger (Garmin InReach,
Zoleo). Don’t rely on phone SOS in deep valleys.
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Safety, Weather, and Seasonal Conditions

4. Regional hazards
Avalanches outside winter

Avalanche hazard can persist outside calendar winter. Heavy
snowpack can linger and slide during melt. Check Parks Canada
and avalanche.ca before choosing high-elevation or alpine trails
in shoulder season.

Victoria Glacier (Plain of Six Glaciers)

The hanging glaciers on Mount Victoria drop ice and rock. Stay
on designated trails and do not treat glacier terrain as a casual
hiking objective. Crevasses and thin snow bridges are moun-
taineering hazards.

Larch Valley / Sentinel Pass / Paradise Valley

In late summer, Parks Canada may issue restricted-access orders
for Larch Valley and Paradise Valley. If an order is posted, follow
the current requirement and verify the details with Parks Canada
before starting. Sentinel Pass is high and exposed; treat thunder-
storm risk seriously and avoid exposed terrain when storms build.

Cold water

Glacial water is extremely cold. Cold shock can happen quickly,
even on warm days. Treat swimming, logs, crossings, and pad-
dling as cold-water safety decisions, not photo opportunities.

1. Avalanche risk
Lake Louise sits in a high-alpine bowl surrounded by serious
avalanche terrain. “Summer” trails are not winter routes. Use
Parks Canada winter route guidance and avalanche.ca before
choosing where to go.

Winter route boundaries

Parks Canada signage may mark transitions from common winter
travel areas into avalanche terrain.
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Safety, Weather, and Seasonal Conditions

• Do not treat tracks as clearance. Other people may walk
into terrain that is not appropriate for your group or the cur-
rent conditions.

The danger of “the teahouses”

• Plain of Six Glaciers Trail: Beyond the back of the lake, this
trail crosses directly underneath heavy avalanche paths from
Mount Fairview and Mount Lefroy.

• Lake Agnes Trail: The trail to the upper teahouse crosses a
major avalanche slope known as the “Big Beehive slide path.”

• Warning: You may see tracks going up these trails. Tracks are
not a safety assessment. Check Parks Canada and avalanche.ca
before leaving designated winter routes.

Check avalanche.ca before leaving the village.

2. Walking on the lake
Lake ice is not safe because other people are standing on it. Con-
ditions vary across the lake and through the season.

• Lake surface vs. shoreline: Walking on the lake gives a wide,
open view, but check Parks Canada signage and local notices
first.

• The hazard: The main risk on the lake is slush pools under the
snow. Even if the ice is thick, water can seep up, and you can
step into freezing slush that soaks your boots.

• Outflow: The front of the lake near the hotel can have thinner
or more complex ice because water flows out into the river.

• Back of the lake: Terrain below Louise Falls and the sur-
rounding cliffs can be exposed to avalanche or falling-ice haz-
ards.

3. Winter travel and wildlife
• Trails: Use designated winter routes and respect ski tracks
where multi-use and ski routes share space.

• Ice: Skating and lake-surface guidance belongs to Parks
Canada and the lakeshore operator. Other lake areas can have
slush pockets even in mid-winter.

LakeLoui.se 11
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Safety, Weather, and Seasonal Conditions

• Wildlife: Bears are typically denning, but wolves and cougars
are active year-round. Lynx are occasionally seen in winter.
Carry bear spray and verify current Parks Canada wildlife guid-
ance before you go.

• Batteries: In -20°C, a smartphone can drop from 80% to 0% in
minutes. Keep electronics in an inner pocket against your base
layer.

4. The winter 10 essentials
This list uses active heat sources suited for high-altitude, wind-
swept conditions in the Rockies.

• Navigation: Physical map and compass. GPS and phone apps
(e.g. AllTrails) are prone to battery failure in the cold.

• Sun protection: Wraparound sunglasses and SPF 30+. Snow
reflects up to approx. 80% of UV; snow blindness (corneal sun-
burn) can occur within hours.

• Insulation: A “spare puffy” (down or synthetic) kept dry in
your pack for when you stop moving.

• Illumination: High-lumen headlamp with lithium batteries
(perform better in extreme cold than alkaline).

• First aid: Moleskin for blisters, emergency whistle.
• Active emergency heat: Chemical hand/body warmers
(HotHands, Ignik) or rechargeable electric hand warmers. Im-
mediate warmth without hunting for dry tinder in a blizzard.

• Repair: Multi-tool; duct tape (wrap around your water bottle
to save space).

• Nutrition: Frozen-proof food. High-fat snacks (nuts, choco-
late) over water-based energy bars that turn into bricks in sub-
zero temps.

• Hydration: 1 L vacuum thermos with hot, sweetened liquid
(tea, cocoa). Provides internal warmth; won’t freeze like plastic
bottles or hydration bladders.

• Emergency shelter: High-visibility bivy sack. Traps heat and
protects from wind; better than a simple emergency blanket.

5. Practical winter notes
• Winter tires: M+S or Mountain Snowflake tires may be re-
quired on some mountain highways and are strongly recom-
mended elsewhere. Verify the current rule and road status
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Safety, Weather, and Seasonal Conditions

with 511 Alberta, DriveBC, and Parks Canada before driving.
• Double-glove system: Thin liner glove under heavy mitts lets
you use your fingers for photos or gear repair without exposing
bare skin for long.

• Parking: The Lake Louise shoreline lot can fill even in winter.
Consider Roam Transit or the Lake Louise Ski Resort Winter
Shuttle when those services fit your day; or arrive early. See
the winter parking section.

Emergency planning
Cell service is spotty and unreliable in the Lake Louise and
Moraine Lake corridors. Use official emergency guidance from
Parks Canada and local emergency services before you go, espe-
cially for remote trails.

• Life-threatening emergency: Use local emergency services
when you have signal.

• No cell service: A satellite messenger can be the difference
between a delayed rescue and a fast one.

• Plan before departure: Tell someone your route and return
time, carry a headlamp and insulation, and know how to con-
tact help if plans go wrong.

• Winter driving: Check 511 Alberta before any winter drive.
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First-Visit Planning

First visit to Lake Louise
Lake Louise is beautiful and logistically complicated. This page
gives you the practical picture: how access usually works, where
crowds build, and which official source to check before you leave
home.

Book this first
• Getting here for seasonal shuttle, parking, and access details.

Check this today
• Weather forecast before leaving home.
• Road conditions if you are driving.
• Weather by month if you are still deciding when to go.

If this feels like too much
• Getting here for the fastest route to lake access and bookings.

The two lakes
Most first-time visitors want to see Lake Louise and Moraine
Lake. They are not the same place. Lake Louise is a short drive
from the village. Moraine Lake is about 14 km further up a sep-
arate road, and that road is managed without normal personal-
vehicle access. Most visitors reach it by shuttle, transit, approved
operator, or bike.
Both lakes are worth seeing. But they have separate access sys-
tems and require separate planning. If you want both in one day,
that is doable, but you need to understand the Lake Connector
and plan your timing around it.
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First-Visit Planning

The three things you need to sort out
Before you arrive at the park gate, have three things settled:

• A Banff National Park entry pass. This is separate from
shuttle bookings and parking. Check Parks Canada for current
pass rules, fees, and where to buy.

• A way to get to the lake(s). In summer, this usually means a
Parks Canada shuttle reservation, Roam ticket, ski-area/private-
operator booking, bike plan, or a realistic Lake Louise parking
plan. Lakeshore parking is limited and can fill before dawn on
peak days. Moraine Lake requires separate access planning.
See the parking section for overflow options and what to do
when the lot is full.

• A return plan. Confirm the final return time before you board
the first shuttle, bus, or operator vehicle. Do not assume there
is a late pickup if you miss your scheduled return.

What to realistically expect
Peak summer (July, August, and the larch window in late Septem-
ber) is very busy. Lakeshore parking can fill before dawn, shuttle
and operator seats can fill, and the lakeshore itself is crowded by
mid-morning. This is not a place where a noon arrival on a peak
Saturday works well without a pre-booked access plan.
It is also not necessary for most visitors to arrive before dawn
or book a guided tour. A reasonable plan, with access booked in
advance and a clear sense of which lake comes first, makes the
whole day go more smoothly.
Outside of peak summer weekends and the larch window, it is
considerably easier. Early June, mid-October, or any mid-week
day in shoulder season can feel like a different place.

What to bring
The most common mistakes are underdressing and underesti-
mating how cold it gets above the lake. The lakeshore can feel
pleasant while a trail 300 m above it is cold, windy, and snowy,
especially in June, September, and October. Bring a warm layer,
rain shell, and sturdy footwear for anything beyond the lakeshore
walk.
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First-Visit Planning

If you only have a few hours
The Lake Louise Lakeshore is a 4 km return walk, paved, flat,
and accessible. It takes 1 to 1.5 hours and gives you the classic
view of the Victoria Glacier. The Rockpile at Moraine Lake is a 30-
minute return walk with the most photographed mountain view in
Canada.
If you have half a day, Lake Agnes adds a teahouse, a waterfall,
and a proper alpine feel. Start early enough for your pace, day-
light, weather, and return transport, and check current trail con-
ditions before committing.

What people usually get wrong
• Assuming normal personal-vehicle access to Moraine Lake.
• Treating shuttle, transit, or operator bookings as optional on
peak summer days.

• Assuming Lake Louise lakeshore parking will still be available
after breakfast on a peak day.

• Wearing trail runners in May or October, when ice and snow
are still on many paths.

• Treating wildlife preparation as an afterthought instead of
checking Parks Canada guidance.

• Booking the shuttle but not getting a park pass separately.
• Planning to hike to both teahouses in one day without checking
the distance and time.

Before you go
Check current weather and road conditions close to your trip
date. In shoulder season especially, conditions can be signifi-
cantly different from what the month sounds like. See the getting-
here guide for the current-year specifics on shuttle booking, park-
ing fees, and access dates.
If you want the guide with you on the plane or beyond cell cover-
age, the field guide books are free downloads of this site’s trail
and reference content, and trip packs save the live pages to your
phone for offline use.
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First-Visit Planning

First 90 minutes
The first 90 minutes decide whether Lake Louise feels smooth or
chaotic. Start with the practical questions: “Where am I, how am
I getting back, and what do I need to verify before committing?”

If you are at the Park and Ride
• Confirm your shuttle time, return route, and whether your
ticket covers Lake Louise, Moraine Lake, or both.

• Check whether you need the Lake Connector and how late it
runs for your ticket type.

• Do not plan a long hike until you know the last return option.
• If something does not match your booking, ask the operator or
Parks Canada staff before boarding.

If you are in Lake Louise Village
• Use the village as the practical base: washrooms, food, transit
checks, gear check, and route reset.

• If you have no lake transport solved, check Parking full before
driving uphill.

• If you are hiking from the village, choose a village-start op-
tion such as Tramline, Louise Creek, or Bow River Loop only
if weather, footwear, daylight, and group energy fit.

If you are already at Lake Louise Lakeshore
• First 20 minutes: get oriented, find washrooms, check weather,
and decide whether this is a lakeshore day or a trail day.

• Next 30 minutes: if hiking, confirm time, footwear, layers, wa-
ter, bear spray, and return deadline.

• Final 40 minutes: start the route or downgrade the plan. If you
are still debating after an hour, choose the easier option.

If you are at Moraine Lake
• Confirm your return transport before you leave the arrival
area.

• If you only have a short window, Rockpile plus the lakeshore is
enough.
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First-Visit Planning

• Do not start Larch Valley, Sentinel Pass, Eiffel Lake, or
Wenkchemna Pass unless time, weather, footwear, food, water,
and return logistics are already solved.

Quick orientation checks
• Weather for current conditions and mountain forecast context.
• Roads before driving to Banff, Canmore, Calgary, Field, or
Golden.

When to verify
If the official source, shuttle return, weather, daylight, or group
energy is unclear, choose the smaller plan. Lake Louise rewards a
clean two-hour visit more than an overbuilt day that breaks at the
logistics layer.

Official sources
Get oriented, then verify the details:

• Access, closures, restrictions, and trail advisories: Parks
Canada

• Shuttle reservations and schedules: Parks Canada reservations
and Roam Transit

• Roads: 511 Alberta and DriveBC
• Avalanche context: avalanche.ca

Two hours at Lake Louise
Two hours at Lake Louise is enough for a good visit if you do not
spend it trying to turn a short window into a full-day itinerary.
This page assumes access is already sorted. For parking, shuttles,
reservations, closures, road status, trail restrictions, tickets, or
operator details, check the official source before you commit.

If your two hours are at Lake Louise Lakeshore
• Spend the first 10 minutes getting oriented: washrooms,
weather, return transport, group energy.
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First-Visit Planning

• Walk the Lake Louise Lakeshore as far as the group can com-
fortably reverse.

• Skip Lake Agnes, Plain of Six Glaciers, Big Beehive, Saddle-
back, and other longer objectives unless you actually have the
time, gear, daylight, and return plan.

• If weather is poor, treat the lakefront as the main event and
leave warm and dry.

If your two hours are at Moraine Lake
• Confirm the return shuttle or operator pickup before walking
away from the arrival area.

• Do Rockpile first if views matter.
• Add the lakeshore only if time and group energy still fit.
• Do not start Larch Valley, Sentinel Pass, Eiffel Lake, or
Wenkchemna Pass on a two-hour window.

If your two hours are in the village
• Use the village as a reset point: food, washrooms, transit
checks, gear, and route decisions.

• Choose a village-start walk only if footwear, weather, and day-
light make sense.

• If you do not have solved lake access, check Parking full in-
stead of driving uphill and hoping.

If your two hours are at the ski area
• Treat it as a focused stop, not a full ski-area day.
• For lift, run, ticket, rental, lesson, tubing, dining, and operating
decisions, use the official Lake Louise Ski Resort source.

• Use LakeLoui.se ski-area pages for orientation, then check the
resort before making lift, ticket, rental, lesson, or terrain deci-
sions.

Good two-hour choices
• One lake, not both, unless your transport specifically makes
both practical.
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First-Visit Planning

• One short walk, not a named summit or pass.
• One official access check before committing.
• One warm exit plan.

When to verify
If the return transport, daylight, weather, or group energy is un-
certain, choose the shortest version of the plan. A clean two-hour
visit is better than a long plan that breaks at the exit.

Official sources
Use LakeLoui.se for orientation. Use official sources for deci-
sions:

• Access, closures, and restrictions: Parks Canada
• Shuttle reservations and return transport: Parks Canada reser-
vations and Roam Transit

• Roads: 511 Alberta and DriveBC
• Ski-area tickets, lifts, dining, rentals, and operations: Lake
Louise Ski Resort

Kids, seniors, and non-hikers
Lake Louise is easier when the plan fits the slowest, coldest,
youngest, least interested, or least mobile person in the group.
That is not a compromise. It is how you avoid turning a beautiful
place into a logistics problem.
This is visitor context. Verify current access, closures, services,
surfaces, bookings, restrictions, accessibility details, and opera-
tor guidance with the relevant official source.

Best default shape
• One lake or one base area.
• One short walk with an easy turnaround.
• One food, washroom, and warm-up strategy.
• One verified return plan.
• One backup if weather, energy, or access changes.
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If you have kids
• Keep the objective visible and reversible.
• Choose lakeshore, village, short forest, or shuttle-linked plans
before long uphill trails.

• Add time for washrooms, snacks, cold hands, wet socks, and
slow boarding.

• Avoid plans where missing the return transport creates a major
problem.

If you have seniors
• Verify surfaces, grades, seating, washrooms, transport,
weather exposure, and pickup details before committing.

• Do not assume popular routes are easy for everyone.
• Keep the route short enough that turning around still feels like
success.

• Treat ice, slush, mud, wind, and crowding as real constraints.

If you have non-hikers
• Separate “seeing Lake Louise” from “doing a hike.”
• Build the day around the lakefront, village, sightseeing, short
walks, food, photography, or a ski-area/gondola visit only if the
operator details are current and verified.

• Do not make non-hikers wait hours without shelter, transport
clarity, or a meeting plan.

Mixed group rule
If part of the group wants a larger objective, agree on four things
before splitting: destination, turnaround time, meeting place, and
what happens if phones do not work.

Safer route choices
• Lake Louise Lakeshore as a flexible out-and-back.
• Two hours when the group needs a clean visit rather than a full
itinerary.

• Low-energy day when fatigue, mobility, weather, or gear is the
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main constraint.

Official sources
Keep mixed groups together and comfortable, then verify the de-
tails:

• Closures, restrictions, trail advisories, park access, and park-
ing: Parks Canada

• Shuttle reservations and schedules: Parks Canada reservations
and Roam Transit

• Roads: 511 Alberta and DriveBC
• Ski-area tickets, sightseeing, lift access, rentals, and operator
details: Lake Louise Ski Resort

• Accessibility, washrooms, menus, services, and prices: the busi-
ness or operator responsible for the service

Low-energy day
A low-energy day is not a failed Lake Louise day. It is a day where
the plan respects the group: fatigue, mobility, weather, kids, jet
lag, illness, altitude, footwear, or simple overload.
This is a visitor-planning guide, not an accessibility certification
or official condition report. Surfaces, snow, ice, crowding, con-
struction, closures, washrooms, shuttles, and services can change
quickly. Check important details with the official source.

Start with the real constraint
• Tired group: choose one destination and one short walk.
• Limited mobility: verify surfaces, grades, washrooms, trans-
port, and operator details before committing.

• Wrong footwear: avoid icy, muddy, steep, or rooty objectives.
• Altitude or illness: stay conservative and keep a warm exit.
• Mixed group: split expectations, not the group, unless every-
one knows the meeting point and return plan.
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Lower-effort options
• Lake Louise Lakeshore as an out-and-back with no obligation
to reach the far end.

• Village reset: food, washrooms, transit checks, weather check,
and a simpler plan.

• Short viewpoint or lakeshore time instead of a teahouse, pass,
or summit.

• Ski-area sightseeing only after verifying current access, tickets,
hours, weather, and operating status with the resort.

What to avoid
• Saying “it is just a short hike” when the route has elevation,
snow, ice, mud, exposure, or a difficult return.

• Starting late on a route that assumes full energy.
• Treating paved or popular as automatically accessible.
• Depending on a shuttle, lift, restaurant, or operator detail with-
out checking the current official source.

Group decision rule
Pick the plan that works for the least energetic person, not the
most ambitious person. If the group still wants a bigger objective,
make it an explicit opt-in and set a turnaround time before start-
ing.

Good low-energy day shape
• One main stop.
• One short walk.
• One warm, dry backup.
• One verified return plan.
• No route that requires perfect timing.

Official sources
Keep the day realistic, then verify the details:

• Closures, restrictions, trail advisories, and park access: Parks
Canada
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• Shuttle access and reservations: Parks Canada reservations
and Roam Transit

• Roads: 511 Alberta and DriveBC
• Ski-area tickets, lift access, sightseeing, rentals, and operator
details: Lake Louise Ski Resort

• Accessibility, washrooms, menus, services, and prices: the busi-
ness or operator you plan to use

Avoid crowds
The lakeshore and Moraine Lake are busy by mid-morning in
peak summer. Second-wave shuttles (late morning), evening
alpenglow, mid-week visits, and shoulder season all help. So do
trails that start from the same trailhead but see fewer people.

Book this first
• Getting here for second-wave, evening, and mid-week strate-
gies.

• Light planner if your plan depends on quieter golden-hour tim-
ing.

Check this today
• Weather forecast because weather reshapes where the crowds
actually go.

• Roads if your quiet plan depends on a longer approach.

If the main lakes feel too busy
• Saddleback Pass for quieter alpine.
• Eiffel Lake for a calmer Moraine-area objective.
• Plain of Six Glaciers once the first crowd wave thins.

Parking full
If Lake Louise Lakeshore parking is full, treat that as the deci-
sion. Circling, blocking traffic, or hoping for a lucky stall burns
the part of the day you can still use.
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Choose the next move, then check parking, shuttles, roadside re-
strictions, enforcement, and access rules with the official source.

Do this first
• Check Parks Canada for current Lake Louise and Moraine Lake
access rules.

• Check Parks Canada reservations for shuttle availability.
• Check Roam Transit if you are coming from Banff or can reposi-
tion to a transit stop.

• Check Lake Louise Ski Resort and private operators directly if
Parks Canada and Roam are not workable.

If you already drove uphill
Leave the lakeshore traffic pattern cleanly and reset. The next
useful move is usually the Park and Ride, village, or a no-shuttle
trail rather than another lap.

• If you can book or already hold a shuttle, go to the correct
check-in point and follow the operator instructions.

• If you cannot book a shuttle, choose a village-start route, Bow
Valley route, or lower-commitment plan.

• If the group is tired or poorly equipped, make it a village, lake-
view, food, or weather-watching day.

Better pivots than waiting for a stall
• Lake Louise Village for food, washrooms, and a reset.
• Bow River Loop for a no-shuttle valley-floor walk.
• Tramline or Louise Creek if the group is fit enough to walk
from the village to the lake area.

• Avoid crowds if your goal is a quieter backup rather than the
exact lakefront plan.

Access can change quickly
Parking, enforcement, shuttle inventory, road status, and access
rules can change during the day. A route that works in the morn-
ing may not work after weather, wildlife activity, traffic control,
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or operator capacity changes.

If Moraine Lake was the goal
Moraine Lake Road is not a personal-vehicle fallback. If your
shuttle or operator plan is not solved, choose a different day or
a different route. Do not build the day around getting lucky at
Moraine Lake.

Official sources
Pick a pivot, then check current access:

• Lake Louise and Moraine Lake access, rules, restrictions, and
closures: Parks Canada

• Parks shuttle inventory: Parks Canada reservations
• Transit from Banff: Roam Transit
• Ski-area shuttle or resort-operated options: Lake Louise Ski
Resort

• Destination-wide operator context: Banff & Lake Louise
Tourism

Bad weather day
Bad weather at Lake Louise does not automatically ruin the day.
It changes the shape of the day. The mistake is treating rain,
smoke, wind, low cloud, or sudden cold as if it were only a com-
fort problem.
Choose a smaller, more resilient plan first. For closures, restric-
tions, road status, avalanche information, smoke advisories, emer-
gency guidance, or operator details, check the official source.

First: identify the weather problem
• Rain: prioritize short loops, hard surfaces, village time, and
warm reset points.

• Low cloud: expect viewpoints to underperform. Lakeshore,
forest, village, and archive-style stops usually age better than
big-view hikes.

• Wind: avoid exposed ridges, passes, lakeshore lingering, and
plans that depend on relaxed outdoor meals.
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• Cold: shorten the objective, add warm layers, and keep a re-
treat option.

• Smoke: treat visibility and air quality as the limiting factor,
not just scenery.

• Lightning: do not push high or exposed terrain. Use official
weather and safety guidance.

Better bad-weather plans
• Walk a short section of the Lake Louise Lakeshore instead of
committing to a long trail.

• Use First 90 minutes if you are already at the village,
lakeshore, Park and Ride, or Moraine Lake and need to reset.

• Use the village as a practical base for food, washrooms, layers,
transit checks, and route decisions.

• If access is the bigger problem than weather, switch to Parking
full.

What to avoid
• Long alpine trails when the group is already wet, cold, late, or
uncertain.

• Passes, ridges, and exposed viewpoints when wind, lightning,
snow, or low cloud are the main issue.

• Lake or river decisions based only on how the water looks from
shore.

• Driving farther without checking official road conditions first.
• Treating a live feed as a safety clearance.

How to use LakeLoui.se on a bad-weather day
• Weather helps interpret current readings, freezing levels, pre-
cipitation, wind, and forecast confidence.

• Roads gives road-feed context; check 511 Alberta and DriveBC
before making driving decisions.

• Water explains river and creek readings, but it is not a cross-
ing, paddling, fishing, or ice-safety clearance.

• Safety keeps official safety sources close in both seasons.
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When to verify
If the day depends on everything going right, downgrade it. Bad
weather rewards short plans, warm exits, clear transport, and
one good stop instead of an itinerary that needs perfect timing.

Official sources
Choose a smaller plan, then verify the details:

• Weather warnings, closures, trail advisories, and access restric-
tions: Parks Canada

• Roads: 511 Alberta and DriveBC
• Avalanche context: avalanche.ca
• Bookings, tickets, rentals, lessons, and operator details: the
business responsible for your activity

Summer shuttle checklist
Before you go
• Plan Banff National Park entry separately from any shuttle,
transit, operator, or parking product

• Book Parks Canada shuttle products at reservation.pc.gc.ca
• Confirm first-stop and Lake Connector rules before booking
• Confirm the active Park and Ride location before you drive

Day of
• Arrive at Park and Ride in time for your departure
• Check current Lake Connector frequency and eligibility
• Leave buffer time for the return; final departures matter
• Last return: check the current Parks Canada schedule

Links
• Parks Canada reservations
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Day at the lake checklist
Essentials
• Banff National Park entry plan
• Lake access plan: shuttle, transit, operator, bike, or parking
• Layers, sun protection, water, snacks
• Parks Canada wildlife guidance checked for your trail

Summer
• Park entry is separate from shuttle and parking products
• Book shuttle at reservation.pc.gc.ca

Winter
• Check 511 and road conditions

Links

Winter driving checklist
Before you go
• Check road conditions: 511 Alberta
• Winter tires that meet current highway requirements
• Full tank, emergency kit, blanket, water

Road to the lake
• Steep and can be very icy; drive to conditions and check cur-
rent requirements

• Lakeshore parking is usually easier than summer but can fill on
busy winter days; confirm current rules with Parks Canada

Links
• 511 Alberta
• Resort
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Getting Here in Every
Season

Getting Here
Access is the part of a Lake Louise trip to solve first. Once you
know how you are reaching the lakes, everything else about the
day falls into place around it. This page is the one place we keep
that answer current for both lakes, in both seasons.
You are viewing summer access. Use the season toggle at the top
of the page for the winter version.
You are viewing winter access. Use the season toggle at the top
of the page for the summer version.

The two bookings
Your park pass (Banff National Park entry) and your lake access
(shuttle seat, bus fare, operator booking, or parking plan) are sep-
arate products from separate systems. A shuttle ticket does not
include park entry, and park entry does not reserve you a seat or
a stall. Plan for both, then confirm the current details with Parks
Canada.

Getting to the lakes
You cannot drive to Moraine Lake. Moraine Lake Road is
closed to personal vehicles year-round, with narrow exceptions
for shuttles, licensed commercial operators, lodge guests, and
staff. This is not a parking shortage that clears if you arrive early
enough. Build the plan around a shuttle, a bus, an operator, or a
bicycle.
Most options start at the Park and Ride. The Lake Louise
Park and Ride is the large lot at the Lake Louise Ski Resort base
just off the Trans-Canada Highway. Parking there is free. Parks
Canada shuttles to both lakes check in here, and the resort’s
own lake shuttles use the same base. An eligible Parks Canada
or Roam booking can also include the Lake Connector between
the two lakes, so one reservation can cover Lake Louise, Moraine
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Lake, and the ride back. Confirm Connector eligibility for your
exact product before counting on it.
Coming from Banff or Canmore? Roam Transit connects Banff
to the Lake Louise area, so you can leave the car behind entirely.
Routes, seasons, and reservation rules change, so confirm current
service with Roam before planning around a specific bus.
Driving to Lake Louise itself? Lakeshore parking exists but is
a poor primary plan on busy days. See Parking below before you
commit to it.
Accessibility placard? Vehicles with a valid accessibility placard
may have access options other private vehicles do not, including
at Moraine Lake. Details change, so confirm current accessibility
access with Parks Canada before relying on it. For what is gen-
uinely step-free once you arrive, see an accessible visit.
You can drive to the Lake Louise lakeshore in winter. The
road from Lake Louise Village up to the lake is short, steep, and
often icy. Winter tires and conservative driving matter here.
Check 511 Alberta and our road report before any winter drive.
Moraine Lake Road is closed in winter. The road is not main-
tained for vehicles in winter and crosses avalanche terrain. Win-
ter travel there is a backcountry decision, not a driving question.
Check Parks Canada and avalanche.ca guidance before consider-
ing any winter route.
Coming from Banff? Roam Transit Route 8X (Lake Louise Ex-
press) runs year-round between Banff and the Lake Louise area.
Confirm the current schedule, fares, and reservation rules with
Roam.
Headed to the ski resort? The Lake Louise Ski Resort pub-
lishes its own shuttle, gondola, and access details at skilo-
uise.com. Note that ski-area shuttles go to the resort, not auto-
matically to the lakeshore or the Fairmont.
Staying in the village without a car? Roam 8X stops at Village
North, and many village hotels offer their own guest shuttles to
the lake. Check with your lodging or the Fairmont Chateau Lake
Louise for lakeshore access.

Book in this order
1. Parks Canada shuttle at reservation.pc.gc.ca. Parks Canada

typically releases a share of seats in spring and holds the rest
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for a short rolling release close to each travel date. Confirm
the current split and timing before your trip, and be online
right when the window opens. Weekend, sunrise, and mid-
morning departures go first.

2. Roam Transit if you are basing in Banff or Canmore, at roam-
transit.com. Seats can fill on busy days too.

3. The ski area’s summer shuttle and private operators
when the first two are full: Lake Louise Ski Resort, Moraine
Lake Bus Company, and Fairview Limousine. Pickup points,
dog policies, bike rules, and return times vary by operator, so
confirm before you drive to a pickup.

4. The bicycle option. Moraine Lake Road is paved its full
length and open to cyclists: a sustained climb of roughly 12.5
km with no services once you are committed. Treat wildlife,
weather, and return timing as Parks Canada safety questions
before you go.

5. Roam Transit if you are coming from Banff without a car:
roamtransit.com.

6. Ski resort bookings (tickets, rentals, lessons, gondola, resort
shuttle) directly with Lake Louise Ski Resort.

7. A parking-day backup. Winter parking usually works, but on
weekends, holidays, and Ice Magic days have a bus or hotel-
shuttle fallback ready.

Parking
On peak summer days, Lake Louise lakeshore parking can fill be-
fore dawn. Paid parking applies in the busy season, spaces are
limited, and a stall covers parking only: it is not a park pass and
it does not create access to Moraine Lake. Do not make lakeshore
parking your only plan unless you have confirmed the current
parking system and are prepared for a very early start.
The free alternative is the Park and Ride plus a shuttle seat. If
you arrive and the lots are already full, the parking full playbook
is the recovery plan.
Winter parking at the lakeshore is usually easier than summer,
but it still fills on weekends, holidays, and during the Ice Magic
festival. Arriving early improves your odds; it is not a guaran-
tee. During Ice Magic peak hours, ticket or shuttle-only rules are
sometimes enforced at the lakeshore. Confirm current parking
rules with Parks Canada.
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Dogs, bikes, sunrise, and special cases
Each operator sets its own rules, and they change. Confirm di-
rectly before booking:

• Dogs: pet rules vary by operator.
• Bikes: transport capacity varies by operator and vehicle.
• Sunrise: Parks Canada and private operators may offer early
departures in some seasons. Confirm pickup location, time,
and return details with the operator.

• Missed the last bus: do not assume another pickup exists
after scheduled service ends. Treat the posted final return as
fixed and build in a buffer.

• Food, coffee, or a base between rides: Samson Mall in Lake
Louise Village is the practical stop before or after the lakes.

What changes year to year
The structure above is stable. The specifics below are not, which
is why this page sends you to the official systems for them:

• Reservation opening dates, release percentages, and rolling-
release timing.

• Shuttle, parking, and reservation fees.
• Paid-parking dates and hours at the lakeshore.
• Lake Connector eligibility rules by product.
• Operator schedules, pickup points, and final return times.
• The Ice Magic weekend and any event-day access rules.

As of summer 2026, Parks Canada released 40 percent of shuttle
seats in April and holds the remaining 60 percent for the 48-hour
release at 8 am MDT two days before each departure date. Treat
that as a snapshot: verify the current rules at Parks Canada be-
fore you plan around them.

Check this today
• Weather forecast before you leave home or Banff.
• Road conditions if you are driving in.
• Ski-area conditions if skiing is the point of the day.
• Parks Canada for current rules and closures.
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Common questions
Do I need a Banff park pass, a shuttle ticket, or both?

Usually both. The park pass is your Banff National Park entry
permit. The shuttle reservation is your transportation booking.
They are separate products, and one never includes the other.
If you drive and park instead, you still need a park pass and you
may also need to pay for parking.

How do I get to Moraine Lake?

In summer: a Parks Canada shuttle, Roam Transit when serv-
ing the lake, a commercial operator, or a bicycle. There is no
personal-vehicle option. In winter, the road is closed and unmain-
tained; see the winter section above.

When do shuttle reservations open?

Parks Canada publishes current-season reservation dates, re-
lease windows, and rolling-release rules. Confirm at reserva-
tion.pc.gc.ca before planning around a specific morning.

Do I need snowshoes or ice cleats at the lake?

For the Lakeshore Trail and other packed winter paths, ice cleats
or microspikes are usually the right tool; the surface gets hard-
packed and polished. Snowshoes earn their weight on designated
snowshoe routes and in fresh powder. See winter trails and rental
options in the village, at the Fairmont, or at the resort.

Where does safety guidance live?

Not on this page, deliberately. Access is a logistics question;
wildlife, avalanche, ice, and cold are safety questions with their
own page: the safety guide, always paired with current Parks
Canada guidance.
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Official sources
• Park access, closures, restrictions, parking, shuttles, and
safety: Parks Canada

• Shuttle and Lake Connector reservations: reservation.pc.gc.ca
• Regional transit routes, fares, and schedules: Roam Transit
• Ski-area shuttle, gondola, tickets, rentals, and operations: Lake
Louise Ski Resort

• Destination-wide operators and visitor services: Banff & Lake
Louise Tourism
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Lake Louise Lakeshore and
Teahouse Trails

Summer decisions are mostly about access, timing, crowd expo-
sure, and matching the route to the group. Treat Moraine Lake
and Lake Louise as separate access problems, then choose trails
by area before difficulty.
For an easy day, stay close to the lakeshore, village, or short view-
points. For a classic Lake Louise day hike, look at Lake Agnes,
the Beehives, Plain of Six Glaciers, or Saddleback. For Moraine
Lake, separate the quick viewpoint visit from longer objectives
such as Larch Valley, Eiffel Lake, Sentinel Pass, and Wenkchemna
Pass. Verify current trail restrictions before committing, espe-
cially when wildlife, snow, or shuttle access is involved.

Lake Louise Lakeshore

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy
Distance 4 km return
Elevation Minimal
Time 1 to 1.5 h
Area Lake Louise Lakeshore

This is the familiar Lake Louise lakeshore visit. A wide, relatively
flat path that hugs the northern shoreline, offering ever-changing
perspectives of the Victoria Glacier and the Fairmont Chateau.

The Route Visit
The trail begins at the paved promenade in front of the Chateau.
As you move away from the hotel, the crowds thin significantly.
The first half is paved and accessible; the second half transitions
to a well-maintained gravel path.

• The Back of the Lake: At the far end (2 km mark), the trail
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reaches the milky-blue inflow of Louise Creek. This is the stag-
ing area for the Plain of Six Glaciers ascent.

• Rock Formations: Look for the quartzite cliffs on your right,
popular with rock climbers in the summer.

Safety & Wildlife
• Bear Safety: Grizzly bears are frequently spotted in the
Fairview Wildlife Corridor across the lake and occasionally
near the back of the lakeshore. Carry bear spray and know
how to use it.

• Water safety: The lake is glacier-fed and extremely cold.
Treat swimming as a cold-water safety decision and check
Parks Canada guidance before entering the water.

Photography Tips
• The Reflection: For a calm-water reflection photo of the Vic-
toria Glacier, arrive before 8:00 AM when the water is most
likely to be calm.

• The Chateau: A strong view of the hotel is from the 1 km
mark, looking back across the water.

Fairview Lookout

Detail Value

Difficulty Moderate
Distance 2–2.4 km return
Elevation 100–160 m
Time 45–60 min
Area Lake Louise Lakeshore

A strong “short and steep” hike for those who want a bird’s-eye
view of the Chateau without the time commitment of the Bee-
hives.
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The Route Visit
The trail begins near the boathouse on the southern shore. It
climbs steeply through a dense forest, crossing several root-heavy
sections that require careful stepping.

• The Lookout Platform: A wooden platform provides a clear
vantage point looking back across the lake toward the hotel.

• Wildlife Corridor: You are hiking through a critical wildlife
corridor. It is very common to see bear activity here.

Safety & Logistics
• Bear Spray Mandatory: Due to the density of the forest and
the wildlife corridor, never hike this trail without bear spray.

• Slippery Roots: In wet weather, the tree roots become incred-
ibly slick. Trekking poles are helpful.

Photography Tips
• The Toy Chateau: The perspective from here makes the hotel
look small against the valley.

• Morning light: The sun often hits the Chateau directly in the
morning, making it a strong time for photos.

Lake Agnes

Detail Value

Difficulty Moderate
Distance 7.4 km return
Elevation 400 m
Time 3 to 4 h
Area Lake Louise Lakeshore

A historic climb through early Canadian mountaineering context.
This steady climb leads to a wide tarn (alpine lake) tucked into a
high cirque, complete with a historic teahouse and a waterfall.
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The Route Visit
The trail is a wide, well-maintained bridle path that switchbacks
through a thick forest. It is a consistent uphill grade but offers
several resting spots with views.

• Mirror Lake: A ideal halfway point. Look up to see the Big
Beehive towering directly above the water.

• The Waterfall: Just before reaching Lake Agnes, you pass a
15 m waterfall cascading from the lake’s outlet.

• The Teahouse: Established in 1901 by the CPR. Enjoy a cup of
tea on the deck overlooking the turquoise water.

Safety & Crowd Management
• Start time: This is the most popular hike at Lake Louise. Aim
to start your ascent by 8am or earlier. Getting to the lakeshore
by 8am means having transport sorted well before that, park-
ing is gone before dawn on peak days.

• Horse traffic: This is a shared trail with horses. Follow cur-
rent Parks Canada and operator guidance when passing stock
on the trail.

Photography Tips
• Mirror Lake Reflection: The Big Beehive reflects ideally in
Mirror Lake on calm mornings.

• The Tea House Deck: A common photo angle is looking
across the lake from the teahouse stairs.

Little Beehive

Detail Value

Difficulty Moderate
Distance 9 km return from lakeshore
Elevation 535 m
Time 3 to 4 h
Area Lake Louise Lakeshore
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Often overlooked in favor of its “Big” sibling, the Little Beehive
offers one of the clearest top-down views of Lake Louise with sig-
nificantly less effort than the Big Beehive.

The Route Visit
An extension of the Lake Agnes trail. Instead of continuing to the
teahouse, you take a right-hand fork about 200m before the lake.
The trail traverses the ridge of a “roche moutonnee”-a rock for-
mation shaped by passing glaciers.

• The Lookout: The trail ends at the site of a former fire look-
out. From here, you can see the entire Bow Valley and the tiny,
toy-like Chateau below.

• Larch Spot: In late September, the slopes below the Little
Beehive turn a brilliant gold.

Safety & Logistics
• Exposure: While the trail is wide, there are steep drop-offs at
the summit. Keep children and pets close.

• Wind: The ridge is highly exposed to wind. Even on warm
days, bring a windbreaker.

Photography Tips
• The Bow Valley: Use a wide-angle lens to capture the curve of
the Trans-Canada Highway and the Bow River heading toward
Banff.

• Lake Louise Blue: The perspective from here shows the full
intensity of the lake’s turquoise color.

Big Beehive

Detail Value

Difficulty Strenuous
Distance 10.8 km return from lakeshore
Elevation 540–630 m

LakeLoui.se 40



Lake Louise Lakeshore and Teahouse Trails

Detail Value

Time 4 to 5 h
Area Lake Louise Lakeshore

The ridge that dominates the Lake Louise skyline. This strenuous
hike gives a high, exposed-feeling view over the valley.

The Route Visit
Most hikers reach the Big Beehive via the switchbacks at the far
end of Lake Agnes. These are steep, rocky, and can be intimidat-
ing for those with a fear of heights.

• The Switchbacks: A series of tight turns that gain elevation
rapidly. Take your time and watch your footing.

• The Summit Shelter: A historic gazebo built by the CPR in
1916. It offers a sheltered spot to rest and take in the view.

Safety & Warnings
• Avalanche Risk: These switchbacks are a major avalanche
path. Do not attempt this hike until the snow is completely
gone (usually late June).

• Footwear: Sturdy footwear with good grip is strongly recom-
mended. The trail is rocky and can be slippery when wet.

Photography Tips
• The Vertical Drop: Stand near the summit shelter to capture
the dramatic vertical drop down to the lake.

• Victoria Glacier Profile: This is one of the few spots where
you can see the full profile of the Victoria Glacier’s descent.

Plain of Six Glaciers
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Detail Value

Difficulty Moderate
Distance 11 km return to teahouse; 14.6 km to End of Plain
Elevation 580 m
Time 5 to 7 h
Area Lake Louise Lakeshore

Widely considered the reward-to-effort king of Lake Louise. This
trail takes you deep into the high-alpine heart of the valley, where
you can hear the roar of avalanches and the cracking of ancient
ice.

The Route Visit
After following the lakeshore, the trail begins a steady ascent
through a forest of subalpine fir and Engelmann spruce. It even-
tually emerges onto a lateral moraine-a ridge of rock left behind
by the retreating glacier.

• The Teahouse: Built by Swiss Guides in 1924, this historic
stone teahouse serves fresh scones and tea. It is cash only
and has no electricity.

• Abbot Pass Viewpoint: Continue 1.5 km past the teahouse
to the “End of Plain” for a close-up view of the lower Victoria
Glacier and the death-defying Abbot Pass.

Safety & Logistics
• Avalanche remnants: This trail crosses several significant
avalanche runout zones. Check Parks Canada trail reports be-
fore heading out, especially in early season.

• Wildlife: This is prime Grizzly habitat. Groups of 4 or more
are highly recommended.

Photography Tips
• Glacial Silt: From the moraine, you can see the distinct
“milky” color of the water where the glacier grinds rock into
fine powder.
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• The Giants: Capture the scale of Mt. Lefroy and Mt. Victoria
towering 1,000m above the trail.
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Moraine Lake and Valley of
the Ten Peaks

Rockpile

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy
Distance 0.8 km return
Elevation 30 m
Time 30 min
Area Moraine Lake

The “Twenty Dollar View.” This short climb leads to the well-
known Moraine Lake overlook, looking across the electric-blue
Moraine Lake toward the Valley of the Ten Peaks.

The Route Visit
The trail consists of a series of stone steps and switchbacks built
into the back of a large rock mound (a natural dam created by a
rockslide). It is short but steep.

• The Summit: There are several viewing platforms at the top.
Explore all of them for different angles of the peaks.

• Pikas and Marmots: Listen for the “eep” of the pika or the
whistle of the hoary marmot among the boulders.

Safety & Etiquette
• Stay on Path: Do not scramble over the rocks outside the des-
ignated viewing areas. The rocks are unstable and the vegeta-
tion is fragile.

• Crowds: This is one of the busiest spots in the Rockies. Be pa-
tient and share the space.
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Photography Tips
• Sunrise: A common photo angle is at sunrise when the peaks
glow orange (alpenglow). Arrive at least 45 minutes before sun-
rise to get a spot.

• Polarizer: A polarizing filter is essential to cut the glare on the
water and make the turquoise color pop.

Moraine Lake Lakeshore

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy
Distance 2.9 km return
Elevation 20 m
Time 45–60 min
Area Moraine Lake

The Lakeshore trail gives a flat walk into the Valley of the Ten
Peaks and usually becomes calmer beyond the Rockpile and dock
area.

The Route Visit
The trail starts at the canoe docks and hugs the northwestern
shore. It is a well-maintained, easy path through subalpine forest
with frequent openings to the water.

• The Back of the Lake: The trail ends at a wide glacial delta
where several streams feed into the lake from the Fay Glacier.

• Boardwalks: Near the end, you cross several small board-
walks over the sensitive marshy ground.

Safety & Logistics
• Bear Activity: This area is prime Grizzly habitat. Parks
Canada often mandates a “Group of 4” restriction here. Check
the signs at the trailhead.

• Lake access: Moraine Lake is managed without normal
personal-vehicle access. Use Parks Canada Shuttle, Roam Tran-
sit when in season, or Lake Louise Ski Resort/private operators
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when their products fit your date and needs. See Getting here
for current options and booking links.

Photography Tips
• Fay Glacier: One of the strongest views of the Fay Glacier is
from the very end of the trail.

• Reflection: Walk about 500m down the trail for a strong reflec-
tion of the Ten Peaks, as the water is often calmer here than at
the docks.

Consolation Lakes

Detail Value

Difficulty Moderate
Distance 2.9 km one-way (6 km return)
Elevation 65–135 m
Time 2 h
Area Moraine Lake

A high-reward hike that starts at the busy Rockpile but quickly
leaves the crowds behind, leading to two wide alpine lakes at the
base of Mount Babel.

The Route Visit
The trail branches off from the Rockpile path and follows a rel-
atively flat route through an old-growth forest. It eventually
emerges into a large boulder field at the edge of the first lake.

• Boulder Hopping: Reaching the shore of the Consolation
Lakes requires some easy scrambling over large rocks. Watch
your step.

• The View: The lakes are framed by the vertical walls of Mount
Babel and the Fay Glacier.
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Safety & Logistics
• Wildlife restrictions: This trail can be affected by Parks
Canada group-size rules due to grizzly bear activity. Verify the
current Parks Canada notice before starting.

• Wet Sections: The trail can be quite muddy in early summer.
Wear waterproof boots.

Photography Tips
• Mount Babel: The sheer scale of Mount Babel is best cap-
tured from the shore of the first lake.

• Wildflowers: In July and August, the meadows along the trail
are filled with subalpine wildflowers.

Larch Valley / Minnestimma Lakes

Detail Value

Difficulty Moderate
Distance 4.3 km one-way
Elevation 535 m
Time 3.5 to 4 h
Area Moraine Lake

The gold standard of autumn hiking in the Rockies. This trail
climbs through a dense forest to reach a high-altitude valley filled
with subalpine larches and the crystal-clear Minnestimma Lakes.

The Route Visit
The hike begins with a series of steep switchbacks (about 10 in to-
tal) through a forest of spruce and fir. Once you reach the valley,
the trail levels out and offers clear views of the Ten Peaks.

• Larch Season: From Sept 15-25, the larch needles turn a bril-
liant gold before falling. This is the busiest time of year.

• Minnestimma Lakes: Two small tarns at the end of the Larch
Valley that reflect the surrounding peaks.
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Safety & Logistics
• Wildlife restrictions: Bear activity can be high here. Parks
Canada may post minimum group-size orders or other restric-
tions; verify the current notice before starting.

• Elevation: You are at high altitude (over 2,300m). Weather
can change from sun to snow in minutes.

Photography Tips
• The Ten Peaks: A common photo angle is from the edge of the
first Minnestimma Lake, looking back at the wall of peaks.

• Golden Hour: The larches glow most intensely in the late af-
ternoon sun.

Eiffel Lake

Detail Value

Difficulty Difficult
Distance 5.7 km one-way (11.2 km return)
Elevation 560 m
Time 4.5 h
Area Moraine Lake

A clear “bench” trail that traverses high above the Valley of the
Ten Peaks, offering constant views of the glaciers and peaks with-
out the steep final climb of Sentinel Pass.

The Route Visit
The trail shares the first 2.4 km with Larch Valley before branch-
ing left at a well-marked junction. It follows a relatively level path
along a rocky ridge.

• The Lake: Eiffel Lake is a deep aquamarine color, often
clearer than Moraine Lake because it is fed by snowmelt rather
than heavy glacial silt.

• Mount Fay: The Fay Glacier dominates the view across the
valley beneath Mount Fay.
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Safety & Logistics
• Exposure: The trail is quite exposed to the sun and wind.
Bring sun protection and layers.

• Bear Country: Like all Moraine Lake trails, this is prime Griz-
zly habitat. Groups of 4 are recommended.

Photography Tips
• Ten Peaks Panorama: This trail offers the most consistent
and unobstructed views of all ten peaks in the range.

• Rock Formations: The trail passes through several interest-
ing boulder fields that make for great foreground elements.

Sentinel Pass

Detail Value

Difficulty Difficult
Distance 5.8 km one-way (11.6 km return)
Elevation 725 m
Time 4.5 to 5.5 h
Area Moraine Lake

One of the highest maintained trails in the Canadian Rockies.
Sentinel Pass offers a breathtaking (literally) perspective from
2,611 m, looking down into both Larch Valley and Paradise Valley.

The Route Visit
An extension of the Larch Valley trail. From Minnestimma Lakes,
the trail switchbacks steeply up a scree slope to the pass. It is
physically demanding but technically straightforward.

• The Pass: The summit of the pass is narrow and rocky, offer-
ing views of the “Grand Sentinel” rock pinnacle.

• Mount Temple: You are standing below Mount Temple, the
highest peak in the area.
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Safety & Warnings
• Lightning: This is a high-strike zone. If you see anvil-shaped
clouds or hear thunder, descend immediately.

• Scree: The trail is composed of loose rock. Trekking poles are
highly recommended for the descent to prevent slips.

Photography Tips
• The Switchbacks: Looking down from the pass at the zig-
zagging trail below provides a great sense of scale.

• Paradise Valley: Capture the view north into the rugged and
remote Paradise Valley.

Wenkchemna Pass

Detail Value

Difficulty Difficult
Distance 9.6 km one-way
Elevation 1,010 m
Time 7.5 to 8 h
Area Moraine Lake

A rugged, long-distance objective that takes you to the very head
of the Valley of the Ten Peaks and the border between Alberta
and British Columbia.

The Route Visit
Continuing past Eiffel Lake, the trail becomes increasingly rocky
and remote. The final approach to the pass is a series of steep
switchbacks over loose shale.

• The Continental Divide: Stand on the ridge that separates
the Atlantic and Pacific watersheds at Wenkchemna Pass.

• Wenkchemna Glacier: You’ll have a top-down view of the
debris-covered Wenkchemna Glacier.
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Safety & Warnings
• Distance: This is a long day (nearly 20 km return). Start early
and bring plenty of food and water.

• Remote: You will see far fewer people here than on other
trails. Ensure someone knows your plan.

Photography Tips
• Tokumm Creek: The view west into Kootenay National Park
and the Tokumm Creek valley is wild and pristine.

• Glacial Debris: Capture the patterns of the moraines and rock
glaciers in the upper basin.
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Village, Bow River, and
Connector Trails

Bow River Loop

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy
Distance East-bank out-and-back during

closure; 7.1 km full loop when open
Elevation 30–50 m
Time 1.5 to 2.5 h
Area General

A gentle, scenic valley-floor trail that follows the milky-blue wa-
ters of the Bow River. For summer 2026, do not treat it as a nor-
mal full loop: Parks Canada lists Bow River as partially closed,
with the southwest-side section closed from May 15 to October
15.

The Route Visit
The trail begins at the Bow River parking lot near the train sta-
tion. In normal open conditions, the route follows both banks of
the river, connected by two sturdy bridges. During the current
May 15 to October 15 closure, use the open east-bank section as
an out-and-back and turn around before entering any signed clo-
sure area.

• Partial closure: Parks Canada reports the trail section along
the southwest side of the Bow River is closed May 15 to Octo-
ber 15. Obey posted signs even if a map app still draws the full
loop.

• Wildlife corridor: The closed side passes through sensitive
habitat used by wildlife moving through the Lake Louise valley.

• River Views: Enjoy the constant sound of the rushing river
and views of Mount Temple and the Slate Range.
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Safety & Logistics
• Current routing: Plan this as an east-bank out-and-back while
the partial closure is in effect. Verify the latest Parks Canada
trail report before relying on the full loop.

• Bear Spray: Even on the valley floor, you are in bear country.
Always carry bear spray.

Photography Tips
• Mount Temple: The river provides a strong foreground for
photos of Mount Temple’s north face.

• Glacial Water: Capture the distinct “rock flour” color of the
Bow River in the midday sun.

Louise Creek

Detail Value

Difficulty Moderate
Distance 2.9 km one-way
Elevation 200 m
Time 1.5 h
Area General

A forested village-to-lakeshore route following Louise Creek, pro-
viding a quieter and more scenic alternative to the Tramline for
walking between the village and the lake.

The Route Visit
The trail is more rugged and “trail-like” than the Tramline. It
stays close to the creek, offering the constant sound of running
water and several picturesque bridge crossings.

• Creek Crossings: The trail crosses the creek several times on
sturdy wooden bridges.

• Insulated Path: The deep forest and creek-side location keep
this trail cool and sheltered even on hot summer days.
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Safety & Logistics
• Slippery Sections: Near the creek, the trail can remain damp
and slippery. Wear boots with good traction.

• Bear Country: You are in a critical wildlife corridor. Stay alert
and carry bear spray.

Photography Tips
• Waterfalls: Capture the small cascades and rapids of Louise
Creek.

• Bridge Shots: The wooden bridges provide mountain-trail
photo opportunities.

Tramline

Detail Value

Difficulty Moderate
Distance 4.8 km one-way
Elevation 235 m
Time 2.5 h
Area General

Follow the path of history. This wide, graded trail follows the
route of the historic CPR tramway that once carried guests from
the train station to the Chateau (1912-1930).

The Route Visit
The trail offers a steady, gentle 3% grade, making it the easiest
way to walk between the village and the lake. It is popular with
both hikers and mountain bikers.

• Historic Markers: Look for old railway ties and telegraph
poles still visible in the forest along the path.

• The Halfway View: A clearing about halfway up offers a dis-
tinct profile view of the Chateau and the Victoria Glacier.
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Safety & Etiquette
• Multi-Use: This is a shared trail. Hikers should stay to the
right to allow mountain bikers to pass safely.

• Wildlife: The trail passes through a high-use Grizzly corridor.
Make noise and carry bear spray.

Photography Tips
• Forest Light: The dappled sunlight through the subalpine for-
est provides great opportunities for atmospheric shots.

• Chateau Profile: The clearing halfway up provides a perspec-
tive of the hotel that most visitors never see.

LakeLoui.se 55



Harder Hikes and Big
Viewpoints

Fairview Mountain

Detail Value

Difficulty Difficult
Distance 10.6 km return
Elevation 1,014 m
Time 4 to 6 h
Area Lake Louise Lakeshore

A true “hiker’s summit.” Standing at 2,744 m, the top of Mt.
Fairview provides a 360-degree panorama that includes the entire
Lake Louise valley, the Bow Valley, and the icefields to the north.

The Route Visit
After reaching Saddleback Pass, the trail turns sharply upward.
The final 400m of elevation gain is over steep scree and talus.
There is no technical climbing, but it is a grueling physical test.

• The False Summits: Be prepared for several “false summits”
before you reach the true top.

• The View: Looking straight down 1,000m to the turquoise dot
of Lake Louise is an unforgettable visit.

Safety & Warnings
• Weather: Conditions at the summit can be 10-15 degreesC
colder than at the lake. Snow can fall here in any month.

• Trekking Poles: Essential for the descent over loose rock to
save your knees and prevent slips.
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Photography Tips
• The 360 Panorama: Use your phone’s panorama mode to cap-
ture the full scale of the Rockies.

• Summit Cairn: A common summit photo spot.

Saddleback Pass

Detail Value

Difficulty Difficult
Distance 7.4 km return
Elevation 595 m
Time 3 to 4 h
Area Lake Louise Lakeshore

A local’s favorite. This trail offers a more rugged, less crowded
alternative to the teahouse hikes, leading to a high alpine pass
between Mt. Fairview and Saddle Mountain.

The Route Visit
The trail shares the start with the Fairview Lookout but quickly
branches off for a long, steady climb through a subalpine forest.
It eventually opens into a wide, larch-filled meadow at the pass.

• Larch alternative: Compared with the Moraine Lake larch
routes, Saddleback Pass offers a wide (and quieter) display in
late September.

• Extensions: From the pass, you can summit Fairview Moun-
tain or the easier Saddle Mountain.

Safety & Logistics
• Grizzly activity: This area is a high-use zone for grizzly bears.
Parks Canada may post group-size or wildlife restrictions, espe-
cially in fall.

• Steep Grade: The trail is a consistent “grind.” Pace yourself
and bring plenty of water.
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Photography Tips
• Mt. Temple Profile: The pass offers a distinct side-on view of
Mt. Temple.

• Golden Larches: The contrast between the golden trees and
the dark rock of Mt. Fairview is clear in the fall.
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Larch season
Larch season at Lake Louise is one of the most beautiful windows
in the Canadian Rockies, and one of the most crowded. Plan the
access first, then the hike.

Book this first
• Getting here for shuttle timing and booking mechanics.
• September weather guide before you commit to dates.

Check this today
• Weather forecast for summit temperature and snow risk.
• Road conditions if you are driving in before dawn.
• Larch Valley and Saddleback Pass if you already know the con-
tenders.

If peak week is full
• Saddleback Pass as a strong non-Moraine fallback.
• Eiffel Lake for a quieter Moraine-area option.
• Avoid crowds for timing strategies beyond the obvious.

When do the larches actually turn?
The short answer: roughly September 20 to early October, with
peak colour in that last week of September. The exact timing
varies by year and by elevation. Higher trails (Sentinel Pass, Sad-
dleback) tend to peak a few days earlier than lower larch stands.
“Larch season” in tourism marketing often implies a wide window.
The real golden window, where the needles are fully turned and
not yet dropped, is about two weeks. A windstorm, early snowfall,
or warm dry stretch can compress that window further. If you are
planning a trip specifically for the larches, build in flexibility.
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Which trails are strongest
The most famous larch destinations at Lake Louise are:

• Larch Valley / Minnestimma Lakes, The iconic destina-
tion. Dense larch forest with views of the Ten Peaks. Starts
at Moraine Lake. Seasonal group-size restrictions may apply;
carry bear spray and verify current Parks Canada notices. Very
busy during peak week.

• Saddleback Pass, The local’s alternative. Less crowded, ex-
cellent larch, starts from the Lake Louise lakeshore side. Parks
Canada may post group-size restrictions in fall.

• Eiffel Lake, Shares the Larch Valley start, then branches to
a quieter trail above the valley. Often less congested than the
Minnestimma route.

• Little Beehive, A smaller larch stand but the crowds are
lighter and the views are excellent.

The crowd reality
During peak larch week, Moraine Lake is the busiest it gets all
year. Shuttle seats can fill weeks in advance. The Park and Ride
fills before dawn. The trails can be crowded enough that the
switchbacks feel continuous.
This does not mean you should avoid it. It means you need to plan
it like the high-demand event it is. Treat it the way you would
treat a popular concert or a Saturday morning at IKEA: you know
what you are getting into, you plan accordingly, and you enjoy it
for what it is.

How to book shuttles for larch season
Parks Canada publishes current-year Moraine Lake shuttle re-
lease dates and rolling-release rules. For a late-September date,
the first official release is usually the strongest chance for the
most popular mornings.
Log in to reservation.pc.gc.ca early, before 8am MDT on April
15, and be in the queue before the random assignment happens.
Have your date, time, and party details ready to enter quickly.
If you miss the April 15 release, check at 8am MDT exactly 48
hours before your target date. Cancellations also appear through-
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out the season. See getting here for the full shuttle booking pro-
cess.

What to do if the weather turns
Late September in the Rockies means real weather variability.
Snow at elevation is normal and can happen any day. A Septem-
ber snowstorm can coat the larches with snow, which is actually
clear, but it also makes the trails icy and the upper reaches of
Sentinel Pass or Saddleback serious without traction gear.
Bring microspikes or traction devices in your pack even if the
forecast looks clear. Check the current forecast the morning of
your hike, especially the summit temperature. A 3°C base temper-
ature often means snow at elevation.
If your specific larch day looks poor, consider shifting your hike to
a lower-elevation trail and attempting the larch hike the following
morning. The Park and Ride often has better availability on days
with uncertain weather.

Quieter alternatives if peak week is fully booked
Early October often still has colour, particularly at lower eleva-
tions, and the crowds drop considerably after the last weekend of
September. Mid-October is past the larch window but can still be
beautiful, golden aspen stands replace the larches at lower eleva-
tions around the village.
Saddleback Pass is consistently less crowded than Larch Valley
during peak week and offers equivalent larch quality. If Moraine
Lake shuttles are unavailable, Saddleback from the Lake Louise
side is a strong backup.

Before you go
Check the September weather guide for seasonal context, then
confirm current conditions with live weather and road conditions
close to your date. For the full shuttle and logistics picture, see
getting here.

LakeLoui.se 61



Winter Walking and
Snowshoe Routes

Winter decisions are mostly about surface, temperature, daylight,
avalanche exposure, grooming, and whether the day is a walking,
snowshoe, cross-country ski, or resort-ski day. A route that feels
simple in July can require traction, warmer layers, earlier timing,
or a different plan in January.
Use official trail reports, road reports, weather forecasts,
avalanche information, and posted signs before relying on any
winter route. If conditions are uncertain, choose conservative ter-
rain, shorter distances, and routes with easy retreat options.

Fairview Lookout Trail

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy
Distance 2.0 km return
Elevation 100 m
Time 45 min to 1.5 h

The Fairview Lookout is a compact, high-reward winter excursion
at Lake Louise. It offers a distinct vantage point looking down on
the Chateau and the frozen lake, separate from the flat lakeshore
views.

Technical Specs
• Distance: 2.0 km return (out-and-back).
• Elevation Gain: Approx. 100 meters (330 feet).
• Estimated Time: 45 minutes to 1.5 hours. It is a short but
consistently steep climb.

• Difficulty: Easy/Moderate. The aerobic challenge comes from
the steep grade.
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Winter Terrain Context
This is the section where route choice matters most.

• Marked Route: The marked trail to the wooden lookout plat-
form is generally the lower-exposure winter option. It stays in
the trees and avoids the larger slide paths.

• Beyond the Lookout: Turning this into a loop or continuing
toward Saddleback Pass/Mt. Fairview changes the terrain prob-
lem. Use current Parks Canada guidance, avalanche.ca, and
your own training/equipment before extending the route.

• Bulletin: Check current Parks Canada and avalanche.ca infor-
mation before you go.

Gear Recommendations
• Microspikes / Ice Cleats: Often the practical traction choice.
The steep trail can become icy from heavy use. Snowshoes are
often too cumbersome for the narrow, steep switchbacks.

• Poles: Useful for stability on the slippery descent.
• Clothing: “Be bold, start cold” for the steep ascent, but pack a
heavy puffer jacket for the windy lookout.

Photography & Views
• The Shot: Looking down through the trees at the Fairmont
Chateau Lake Louise, it looks like a toy castle against the Slate
Range.

• Lighting: Morning can bring alpenglow on the peaks of Mt.
Victoria and Mt. Lefroy; midday usually gives clearer light on
the Chateau and frozen lake.

• Photo note: Use a polarized filter to reduce glare from the
frozen lake surface and enhance the contrast of the skate rinks
below.

Laggan’s Loop

LakeLoui.se 63



Winter Walking and Snowshoe Routes

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy
Distance 1.0 km loop
Elevation 35 m
Time 20-30 min

Laggan’s Loop is a short “warm-up” winter trail at Lake Louise,
useful for getting away from the crowded lakeshore and into
quiet forest without committing to bigger terrain.

Trail Specifications
• Distance: 1.0 km (0.6 miles) loop.
• Elevation Gain: 35 meters (115 feet).
• Average Time: 20-30 minutes in winter conditions.
• Difficulty: Easy (Green Circle).

Terrain & Direction
Laggan’s Loop (Trail #11) is a gentle forested circuit located just
above the Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise.

• Route: Start at the Lake Agnes/Mirror Lake trailhead. After
about 200m, veer right following the signs for Laggan’s Loop.

• Common Direction: Counter-clockwise puts the steady climb
through thick forest first, then gives “peek-a-boo” views of the
Chateau and Victoria Glacier on the way back.

Gear Guide
• Ice Cleats/Microspikes: Prefer these 90% of the time. The
trail is usually hard-packed and polished by heavy traffic.

• Snowshoes: Use these within 24-48 hours of a major snowfall
(10cm+) or if you want to step off-trail into deep snow for pho-
tos.
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Safety & Avalanche Awareness
Laggan’s Loop is generally treated as simple winter terrain, but
current conditions and official guidance still matter.

• Route boundaries: Continuing past the back of Lake Louise
toward the Plain of Six Glaciers teahouse, or past Mirror Lake
toward Lake Agnes teahouse, changes the avalanche problem.
Check current Parks Canada guidance, avalanche.ca, and your
own training/equipment before extending the route.

Scenic Highlights
• Victoria Glacier: Best viewed from the frozen center of Lake
Louise before or after your hike.

• Fairmont Chateau: Capture the “castle” shot from the start
of the loop where the trail overlooks the hotel’s roofline.

Lake Louise Lakeshore Trail

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy
Distance 4 km return
Elevation Minimal
Time 1 to 1.5 h

The Classic Winter Walk
This is the familiar winter walk: flat, familiar, and usually the eas-
iest winter starting point at the lakeshore. Conditions still change
quickly, especially with cold, wind, ice, and avalanche exposure
near the back of the lake.

• Distance: 4 km (2.5 miles) return. It is an out-and-back trail.
• Elevation Gain: Minimal. It is effectively flat (approx. 30m
gain) as it hugs the shoreline.

• Estimated Time: Allow 1 to 1.5 hours for the round trip. In
winter, you move slower due to traction, layers, and photogra-
phy stops.
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Walking on the Lake
Walking on the lake can be reasonable in mid-winter when it is
frozen, commonly used, and supported by current local guidance.
Ice conditions vary, so treat the lake surface as a conditions-
dependent choice rather than a guarantee.

• Surface vs. Shoreline: Walking on the lake gives a wide, open
view of the Chateau compared with the shoreline trees. Check
the Parks Canada notice board at the shore for “Ice Thickness”
warnings.

• The Hazard: The main risk on the lake is slush pools under
the snow. Even if the ice is thick, water can seep up, and you
can step into freezing slush that soaks your boots.

• Outflow: The very front of the lake near the hotel has moving
water below the surface; use current Parks Canada/local sig-
nage before choosing lake ice over shoreline.

• Back of Lake: The cliffs below Louise Falls sit under
avalanche and falling-ice terrain. Stay with marked/common
travel areas and respect posted signs.

Conditions & Gear
• Ice Cleats (Microspikes): Often the practical traction choice.
The trail is heavily trafficked and packed down by thousands of
boots, which can turn the snow into a polished, icy luge track.
Snowshoes are usually unnecessary on the packed shoreline
tread.

• Post-Holing: If you step just two feet to the right or left of the
groomed path to pass someone or take a photo, you will plunge
knee-deep into soft snow. Wear tall winter boots or gaiters to
keep snow out of your socks.

Photography & Sights
• Victoria Glacier: The back half of the lakeshore gives a
stronger angle on the glacier than the hotel end. Respect
avalanche signs and use a zoom lens rather than pushing far-
ther into closed or exposed terrain.

• Louise Falls: At the very end of the flat lakeshore trail, look
up to the right. You will see a large frozen waterfall (Louise
Falls). Look for ice climbers, tiny colorful dots moving up the
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ice pillar.
• Safety Note: Enjoy the view from the trail. The scree cone
and waterfall base sit below falling-ice terrain, so use official
signs and Parks Canada guidance before leaving the normal
route.

Loop C (#27)

Detail Value

Difficulty Moderate
Distance 6.0 km loop
Elevation 231 m
Time 2.5 to 3.5 h

Locally referred to as the “Blue Square 27” or “Wolverine Loop,”
this is a designated snowshoe route for visitors seeking elevation
and valley views while staying on marked winter terrain.

Trail Specifications
• Distance: 6.0 km (3.7 miles) full loop.
• Elevation Gain: 231 m (758 ft).
• Estimated Time: 2.5 to 3.5 hours.
• Difficulty: Moderate (Blue Square).

Route Navigation
• Trailhead: Lake Agnes/Mirror Lake Trailhead, just past the
Chateau.

• Markers: Look for blue plastic squares with a white “27”
pinned to trees.

• Key Junctions: Follow the Mirror Lake direction initially, then
turn right at 300m onto the single-track Trail 27. Turning up-
hill toward Mirror Lake changes the terrain problem; use cur-
rent Parks Canada guidance, avalanche.ca, and your own train-
ing/equipment before extending the route.
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Winter Terrain Context
Loop C is generally treated as simple winter terrain. It avoids
known runout zones, but borders more serious terrain.

• “Stop” Signs: Parks Canada stop signs mark a transition into
more serious terrain. Treat them as a point to turn around un-
less current guidance, conditions, and your training/equipment
support continuing.

Gear & Etiquette
• Snowshoes: Often useful for the mid-section meadows and for-
est sections, which can hold deeper powder.

• Crampons/Cleats: Carry these for the icy initial 500m and fi-
nal descent.

• Ski Crossings: Yield to skiers. Step over (not on) the parallel
classic tracks. Cross at a 90 degrees angle.

Scenic Highlights
• Mt. Temple Viewpoint (km 2.1): Framed view of the north
face of Mt. Temple (3,544 m).

• Fairview Mountain (km 4.6): Unique perspective of Fairview
Mountain’s eastern shoulder and avalanche paths.

• Chateau Perspective: An elevated “backdoor” view of the
Fairmont Chateau and Victoria Glacier.

Louise Creek Trail

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy
Distance 5.6 km return
Elevation 195 m
Time 2 h

This forested route follows Louise Creek from the village toward
the lakeshore and gives a quieter alternative to Lake Louise
Drive.

LakeLoui.se 68



Winter Walking and Snowshoe Routes

Technical Logistics
• Distance: 5.6 km return (2.8 km one-way).
• Elevation Gain: ~195 meters (640 feet). Steady, moderate
climb.

• Estimated Time: Allow 2 hours round trip (1h 15m up, 45m
down).

• Trailhead (Village): Samson Mall/Village lots. Cross the Bow
River bridge; trailhead is on the south side before the camp-
ground gate.

• Trailhead (Lake): Lower parking lots at the Chateau, near the
start of the Tramline.

Terrain & Gear
The trail is almost entirely forested, offering shelter from the
wind, an advantage in February’s frigid temperatures.

• Footwear: Ice cleats are often the practical choice. The trail
becomes polished and icy from heavy use. Snowshoes are usu-
ally only useful after fresh snow or if the tread is soft.

• Conditions: Expect hard-packed snow. The creek rarely
freezes completely; watch for clear “ice shelves” over the run-
ning water.

The Route Visit
• Bow River Crossing: Start with views of the peaks from the
bridge.

• Rail Underpass: Pass under the CP Rail tracks into the deep
forest.

• Creek Climb: Steady uphill with the sound of running water.
• Highway 1A Crossing: Cross the Great Divide Road. Watch
for dog sled tours!

• Tramline Convergence: Near the top, stay on the single-track
to avoid the groomed ski tracks on the Tramline.

Safety & Wildlife
• Avalanche context: The standard trail is generally treated as
simple winter terrain, but current Parks Canada guidance still
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matters on the day.
• Wildlife: The corridor is used by wildlife in winter. Follow
Parks Canada wildlife guidance and keep bear spray accessible
if you carry it.

• Creek Context: Stay with the established trail. Ice shelves
over moving water can be hollow and deceptive.

Practical Preparation
Starting from the village can avoid lakeshore parking pressure
and gives you a warm-up climb before reaching the exposed lake.
Dress in layers: you will heat up on the ascent, then cool quickly
at the windy lakeshore.

Taylor Lake Trail

Detail Value

Difficulty Difficult
Distance 13-14 km return
Elevation 585-625 m
Time 4.5 to 6.5 h

The Taylor Lake route is a longer winter objective for those seek-
ing a longer, more secluded alpine visit. While the ascent is a
steady forested climb, the reward is a wide high-alpine basin dom-
inated by Mount Bell and Panorama Ridge.

Technical Stats
• Distance: 13.0 km to 14.0 km return.
• Elevation Gain: 585 m to 625 m (approx. 2,000 ft).
• Estimated Time: 4.5 to 6.5 hours.
• Difficulty: Difficult (Blue Square/Black Diamond).

Avalanche Safety
The standard Taylor Lake route is commonly treated as simple
avalanche terrain, making it one of the lower-exposure difficult
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winter objectives when official conditions support it.

• Beyond the Lake: Continuing to Panorama Ridge, O’Brien
Lake, or the steep slopes at the far end of the lake changes
the avalanche problem. Use current Parks Canada guidance,
avalanche.ca, and your own training/equipment before extend-
ing the route.

• Bulletin: Check avalanche.ca before heading out.

Gear Requirements
• Microspikes/Crampons: Often useful for the first 5 km,
which can become polished and icy.

• Snowshoes: Carry these on your pack. Wind-loading often fills
the final kilometer with deep, unconsolidated snow where you
will “post-hole” without them.

• Guide’s Tip: After fresh snow, snowshoes may be the practical
choice from the trailhead rather than something you only carry
for the upper route.

Logistics
• Trailhead: Located on the west side of Hwy 1, ~18 km south
of Lake Louise. Signed as “Taylor Lake Day Use Area.”

• Parking: Large lot that rarely fills in winter. Features vault
toilets and a wildlife fence gate.

• Park Pass: A valid park pass may be required; verify current
Parks Canada pass requirements before you go.

Trail Description
The first 6 km is a relentless, steady climb through thick sub-
alpine forest. You will cross several sturdy wooden bridges over
Taylor Creek. The reward comes as the trees thin, revealing the
north face of Mount Bell and the sweeping cliffs of Panorama
Ridge.
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Bow River Loop

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy
Elevation Flat valley floor

A scenic valley-floor loop that follows the banks of the Bow River.
This is one of the more dog-friendly winter areas when current
Parks Canada rules allow it.

Tracksetting & Terrain
• Grooming: Single trackset.
• Difficulty: Easy. Flat terrain with views of Mt. Temple.

Etiquette
• Dogs: Verify current Parks Canada dog rules before you go.
If dogs are allowed, keep them leashed and out of the set ski
tracks.

• Multi-Use: Be aware of walkers and snowshoers who also use
this area.

Campground Loop

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy
Elevation Flat

A reliable, flat loop located near the Lake Louise campground.
This is an excellent spot for a quick workout or for beginners to
practice their technique.
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Tracksetting & Terrain
• Grooming: Double trackset with a skate lane.
• Difficulty: Easy. Completely flat.

Etiquette
Dogs: Verify current Parks Canada dog rules before you go. This
is often one of the more dog-friendly groomed trails when leash
access is allowed.

Drummond

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy

Drummond is a connector trail in the Pipestone system: long,
smooth, and steady. It suits skiers who want mileage without
technical descents.

Terrain & Feel
• Grade: Gentle, consistent rollers that keep the glide flowing.
• Rhythm: A cruise trail built for steady pacing.
• Use: Ideal as part of a longer loop through Pipestone and Hec-
tor.

When Open
Drummond is often groomed for classic skiing, making it a useful
pick for newer skiers or anyone training for distance when the
Pipestone network is open.

Notes
Confirm current access and grooming with Parks Canada before
skiing the Pipestone network.
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Fairview Loop

Detail Value

Difficulty Moderate

A beautiful forested loop that connects the Lake Louise shoreline
area with the lower valley trails. It offers moderate climbs and
fun, rolling descents along the base of Mt. Fairview.

Tracksetting & Terrain
• Grooming: Double trackset.
• Difficulty: Moderate. Some sustained climbs and “blue
square” descents.

Highlights
The trail winds through thick subalpine forest, providing excel-
lent shelter on windy days. It is a key connector for those want-
ing to link multiple trails into a longer day.

Great Divide Trail

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy
Distance 20 km return
Elevation Minimal

Locally known as the “Old 1A,” this trail follows the original high-
way route to the British Columbia border. It is one of the most
consistent and scenic skate-skiing routes in the park when groom-
ing is in.

Tracksetting & Terrain
• Grooming: Double trackset with a wide, flat skate lane.
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• Distance: 10 km one-way to the Great Divide arch (20 km re-
turn).

• Elevation: Minimal. Very gentle rolling terrain.

Highlights
The trail ends at the historic wooden arch marking the Continen-
tal Divide and the border between Banff and Yoho National Parks.
It is an excellent choice for a long, aerobic workout without tech-
nical descents. Nearby Great Divide Lodge (now private) marks
the historic significance of this route.

Ski Etiquette
• Dogs: Dog access is commonly restricted on this groomed
route; verify the current Parks Canada trail report before bring-
ing one.

• Mushers: You may encounter dog sled tours near the start
of the trail. Give the teams plenty of space and follow the
musher’s instructions.

Hector

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy

Hector is a quiet, forested loop that feels removed from the high-
way. It is sheltered, steady, and calm for a valley-bottom route.

Terrain & Flow
• Profile: Gentle undulating terrain, no sustained climbs.
• Forest: Deep conifer cover; excellent wind protection.
• Style: Suited to classic skiing and relaxed touring.
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When Open
Hector pairs well with Drummond and Pipestone for a longer day.
It’s a “low drama, high reward” loop when you want rhythm and
solitude.

Notes
Confirm current access and grooming with Parks Canada before
skiing the Pipestone network.

Lake Louise Loop

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy
Elevation Flat lake surface; narrow shoreline return

A distinct opportunity to ski directly across the frozen surface
of Lake Louise. This loop combines the flat lake surface with a
slightly more technical return through the woods.

Tracksetting & Terrain
• Lake Surface: Usually single trackset. Flat and exposed to
wind.

• Shoreline Trail: Narrower, often icy, and can be “poor” condi-
tion due to foot traffic.

Lake Ice & Winter Terrain
For lake-surface skiing, follow current Parks Canada guidance
and lakeshore signage. Use the marked or trackset route when it
is available, avoid the outflow area near the Chateau, and do not
treat tracks near the cliffs at the back of the lake as avalanche
clearance.
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Lower Telemark

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy

The gentler sibling to Upper Telemark. This trail offers a beauti-
ful forested visit with fewer technical challenges, making it acces-
sible to intermediate skiers.

Tracksetting & Terrain
• Grooming: Single trackset.
• Difficulty: Easy/Moderate. Rolling terrain through thick for-
est.

Lower Tramline

Detail Value

Difficulty Moderate
Elevation Steady 3% grade

Follow the historic 1912 CPR tramway route. The Tramline is
the primary ski artery between Lake Louise Village and the
Lakeshore.

Tracksetting & Terrain
• Grooming: Single trackset classic.
• Grade: A steady, relentless 3% grade.

Caution
Section 3A (Lower Tramline): The final descent to the Bow
River bridge can be steep, narrow, and not trackset. It can be icy
and challenging for beginner skiers. Check current trail reports
and be ready to walk this short section if conditions warrant.
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Merlin

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy

Merlin is a shorter, gentler loop in the Pipestone system. It works
well as an add-on when you want extra distance without commit-
ting to a full system tour.

Terrain & Feel
• Character: Short, mellow loop with steady, easy gliding.
• Exposure: Fully forested; minimal wind.
• Best For: Easy miles, warm-up laps, or a calm cooldown.

When Open
Merlin is a favorite for low-stress skiing days and for pairing with
longer Pipestone routes.

Notes
Confirm current access and grooming with Parks Canada before
skiing the Pipestone network.

Moraine Lake Road

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy
Distance 16 km return
Elevation 250 m steady gain

A signature Lake Louise cross-country route. This wide, former
road offers a steady, gentle climb with broad views of the Valley
of the Ten Peaks.
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Tracksetting & Terrain
• Grooming: Double trackset with a wide skate lane in the cen-
ter.

• Distance: 8.0 km one-way to the Consolation Lakes junction
(16 km return).

• Elevation: 250 m steady gain.

Winter Terrain & Avalanche Risk
The groomed section to the viewpoint is commonly treated as the
winter ski objective when Parks Canada has it open and trackset.
Beyond the end of grooming near the Consolation Lakes junction,
the road enters serious avalanche terrain with overhead hazards
from Mt. Temple. Check Parks Canada and avalanche.ca before
choosing this route.

Ski Etiquette
• Dogs: Dog access is commonly restricted to preserve groom-
ing; verify the current Parks Canada trail report before bring-
ing one.

• Downhill Yield: Skiers descending have the right of way, but
on this wide road, there is usually room to pass safely. Stay in
your tracks.

Peyto Trail

Detail Value

Difficulty Easy

A gentle, forested connector trail that links the Great Divide route
with the lower valley system. Named after guide Bill Peyto, it
suits beginners or skiers seeking a quiet, easier route.

Tracksetting & Terrain
• Grooming: Double trackset.
• Difficulty: Easy. Mostly flat with very gentle rollers.
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Pipestone Loop

Detail Value

Difficulty Moderate

The flagship circuit of the Pipestone system. When it’s open, this
is the “quiet forest” alternative to the busy lakeshore trails-gentle
grades, long sightlines through the trees, and a more sheltered
valley-bottom feel than the exposed lakeshore routes.

Terrain & Flow
• Character: Rolling, mellow climbs and descents with no sus-
tained steep pitches.

• Forest: Wide glades of lodgepole pine and spruce; sheltered
on windy days.

• Navigation: Signed junctions; the loop format makes it easy to
tailor your distance.

When Open
This trail is often used for longer, uninterrupted classic skiing. It
suits a quiet, steady workout away from the lake corridor.

Notes
Confirm current access and grooming with Parks Canada before
skiing the Pipestone network.

Upper Telemark

Detail Value

Difficulty Difficult

The “skier’s trail.” Upper Telemark is a challenging, technical
route that rewards advanced skiers with exhilarating descents
and deep forest solitude. It traverses the lower slopes of Mt.
St. Piran.
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Tracksetting & Terrain
• Grooming: Double trackset. No skate lane.
• Difficulty: Difficult. Features steep, narrow S-turns and rapid
elevation changes.

Ski Etiquette
Yield to descending skiers. Because the trail is narrow and fast,
communication is key. If you fall, try to move out of the tracks as
quickly as possible.

Upper Tramline

Detail Value

Difficulty Moderate
Elevation Steady 3% grade

Follow the historic 1912 CPR tramway route. The Tramline is
the primary ski artery between Lake Louise Village and the
Lakeshore.

Tracksetting & Terrain
• Grooming: Single trackset classic.
• Grade: A steady, relentless 3% grade.

Caution
Section 3A (Lower Tramline): The final descent to the Bow
River bridge can be steep, narrow, and not trackset. It can be icy
and challenging for beginner skiers. Check current trail reports
and be ready to walk this short section if conditions warrant.
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I want to ski
Lake Louise Ski Resort is one of the largest ski areas in North
America, consistently cold, large, and worth understanding be-
fore you arrive. For cross-country skiing and snowshoeing, the
trail network is track-set and well-maintained. Start here before
choosing the specific winter route or resort day.

Book this first
Good ski days are arranged before you leave home.

• First ski day for what to book, how to dress, and what catches
people off guard.

• Getting here for shuttles, parking, rentals, and access.
• Lake Louise Ski Resort for tickets, rentals, lessons, gondola,
and Ski Friends.

Check this today
Snow quality and whether the day works are not the same ques-
tion.

• Ski-area conditions for runs, lifts, and temperatures.
• Weather forecast for base and summit temperature split.
• Road conditions before driving the highway or resort road.

If this is full, windy, or mixed-group
Lake Louise usually has a salvageable day if you pivot early
enough.

• Bad weather and backup days for when to pivot.
• Non-skier companion guide for mixed groups.
• Resort and lake in one day if the group wants both.
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First ski day at Lake Louise
Lake Louise Ski Resort is large, high, cold, and demanding, cold,
high, and big enough to feel disorienting on a first visit. The
mountain works much better if you arrive with the basics sorted
before you leave home.

Book this before you leave home

• Lift tickets, Lift tickets on skilouise.com. Check the resort for
rates, products, and purchase rules.

• Rentals, skilouise.com/rentals-lessons at the resort, or Wilson
Mountain Sports in the village. Check current availability and
pickup rules directly.

• Lessons, useful for more than just technique. A local instruc-
tor can help match terrain to conditions and ability. See Ski &
Snowboard School.

• Ski Friends, if your group wants a local host rather than a
formal lesson. Confirm current availability and scope with Ski
Friends.

• Transport, the resort publishes current shuttle routes, pickup
points, schedules, and eligibility. Check skilouise.com/getting-
here/by-shuttle before planning around it.

• Park pass, check Parks Canada for current Banff National
Park entry requirements. See Parks Canada.

How to dress for this mountain

Dress for the summit, not for the parking lot. The resort base sits
at 1,645 m and the summit at 2,637 m, and the conditions can di-
verge sharply on the same day.

• Base layer: synthetic or merino is usually better than cotton.
• Mid layer: fleece or down sweater.
• Shell: waterproof and windproof, not just water-resistant.
• Helmet and goggles: strongly recommended for the moun-
tain’s cold, wind, and visibility changes.

• Neck gaiter and warm gloves: the lift rides are cold.
• Hand warmers: useful on very cold days.
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What catches people off guard

• Altitude and effort: if you are coming from lower elevation,
you will breathe harder and fatigue faster than usual.

• Back bowls: the snow quality is often better than the front
side, but visibility can collapse in wind or snowfall.

• End-of-day crunch: if you are driving, aim to be off the slopes
by 3:30pm to stay ahead of the base-area bottleneck.

Bad weather and backup days
Not every day at Lake Louise is a bluebird powder day. Wind, flat
light, heavy snowfall, extreme cold, and freezing rain all happen.
Knowing when to pivot is what keeps the day salvageable.

How to read conditions before you leave

• Wind at the summit: the open back bowls and upper moun-
tain can be unpleasant. Sheltered terrain may feel better.

• Heavy snowfall: great snow can come with weak visibility.
Tree-lined terrain often gives better contrast than open bowls.

• Flat light: groomers become hard to read. Stay near tree lines
for contrast.

• Extreme cold: very low summit temperatures make every lift
ride feel like real exposure.

• Rain at the base: often still means decent snow higher up.
Check mid-mountain and summit conditions, not just the park-
ing lot.

When to pivot entirely

• Gondola for the views: use the sightseeing gondola if condi-
tions are dramatic rather than skiable.

• Lake Louise lakeshore: a winter lakeshore walk in snow or
dramatic overcast is atmospheric and usually much calmer
than the resort base.

• Village day: Lake Louise Village is a viable low-commitment
backup plan.

• Snowshoeing in the trees: if the issue is wind rather than
visibility, forested routes near the village are often better than
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the open mountain.

Book direct
Tickets, rentals, lessons, gondola access, and Ski Friends are
booked directly with Lake Louise Ski Resort. Use skilouise.com
for purchases and current operations.

Non-skier companion guide
The non-skier companion is one of the most underserved visitors
at Lake Louise. Most Lake Louise winter planning is written for
skiers or summer hikers. This page is for the partner, parent, or
friend who does not ski but still wants a worthwhile day while the
rest of the group is on the hill.
There is a lot to do, but the day still needs structure. Some op-
tions require planning, the cold matters more when you are not
generating heat, and coordinating with the skiing group takes a
clear meetup plan.

Option 1: Sightseeing gondola
The resort publishes its current sightseeing gondola products,
seasons, ticket rules, and operating details. When operating, it
is one of the easiest ways to reach elevation without a long hike
and can offer broad views across the Bow Valley and ski terrain.
Book at Sightseeing Gondola on skilouise.com. Dress warmly; el-
evation, wind, and waiting time can make the gondola feel much
colder than the village or parking lot.
The gondola is at the ski resort base on Whitehorn Road, not at
the lakeshore on Lake Louise Drive. Resort parking and resort
shuttles go to the gondola base; they do not take you to the lake.

Option 2: Lake Louise lakeshore in winter
The winter lakeshore is one of the most underrated visits at Lake
Louise. It is busy compared to a random Tuesday in February, but
“busy” in winter is a different magnitude entirely from summer.
The busiest winter day is significantly quieter than a quiet sum-
mer day. You will share the path with other visitors, but not the
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kind of crowding that defines the summer visit.
What it looks like: the lake is typically frozen and snow-covered.
The Chateau sits at one end, the blue-green ice of the frozen sur-
face in front of it. The Victoria Glacier at the far end. Quiet, cold,
and beautiful.
What you need: ice cleats (microspikes), the path is packed and
icy. These are available to rent at the Chateau or buy at Wilson
Mountain Sports in the village. Dress for standing around at alti-
tude in winter, not for skiing, you will not be generating the same
heat.
Getting there: the resort shuttle goes to the ski resort, not auto-
matically to the lakeshore. Use Roam Transit from Banff when
the schedule works, or confirm current winter parking rules with
Parks Canada before driving to the lakeshore.

Option 3: XC skiing
The Lake Louise XC ski network is track-set and worthwhile. Clas-
sic and skate lanes on most routes. No prior downhill visit re-
quired, XC skiing has its own technique but is approachable for
most people with a short lesson or some patience.
Rentals available at Wilson Mountain Sports in the village or at
the Chateau. See XC ski trails for the full network.

Option 4: Snowshoeing
The easier entry point if XC skiing feels like too much to figure
out. Snowshoes are useful on designated winter routes beyond
the packed lakeshore path. Several options start from the village
or lakeshore area.
Note: on the lakeshore itself, the path is so packed that ice cleats
are more useful than snowshoes. Go into the forest for proper
snowshoeing. See snowshoe trails.

Option 5: Village day
Lake Louise Village is small but has genuine character. Coffee
and food at the Samson Mall cluster. Gear shops, a bookshop,
grocery. Good base for a morning if you want to get warm be-
tween outings.
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The Bow River Loop is a beautiful, quiet trail accessible from
the village, one of the more underrated trails in the area. Short
enough to do before or after anything else. Seasonal closures
and wildlife restrictions belong to Parks Canada, so check current
trail status before relying on it.

Coordinating with the skiing group
This is where most mixed-group days fall apart. Sort this out be-
fore anyone gets on a lift or a bus:

• Where you are each starting the day, the ski resort and the
lakeshore are not the same place. The resort shuttle does not
go to the lake.

• When and where you are meeting, name a specific place
and a specific time, not “around 3pm-ish.”

• How each person is getting back, if the skiers drive to the
resort, the non-skier who went to the lakeshore needs their
own return plan.

• Cell coverage, it is spotty in the valley. Arrange a backup plan
for if you cannot reach each other.

The cleanest version of a mixed day: non-skier does the lakeshore
in the morning, meets the skiing group at the resort base area for
lunch, or at Lodge of the Ten Peaks or Whiskeyjack if everyone is
planning around the winter sightseeing gondola, then village or
gondola in the afternoon together. In summer, Whitehorn Lodge
becomes part of the sightseeing side of the mountain again.

If you want the resort and the lake in one day
The cleanest version is morning resort, afternoon lakeshore.
The drive between them is only about 10 to 15 minutes, but they
are separate roads, separate parking, and separate shuttle sys-
tems. Treat them as two destinations, not one campus.
In winter this is easier to do on the fly than in summer, but park-
ing, weather, and shuttle schedules still matter. In summer, the
lake side depends on pre-booked access and fixed return logistics.
If the lake matters in summer, book that access first and fit the
rest of the day around it.

• Best split-day version: ski the morning, leave the resort by 1
to 2pm, then do the lakeshore after the main ski rush.

LakeLoui.se 87



Ski Resort Basics

• If the group splits up: non-skiers need their own transport to
the lakeshore. Resort shuttles do not solve that.

• Best meeting point: the resort base is the simplest regroup
point for lunch or a late-afternoon reset.

• Summer warning: if the lake side uses a shuttle, verify the
last return and treat it as fixed for planning.

What to wear
The critical difference between a skier’s layers and a non-skier’s
layers: you are not generating the same body heat. Dress one
layer warmer than you think you need. Wind-proof outer layer
is important, even a still day on the lakeshore can feel raw at al-
titude. Keep electronics in an inner pocket; cold drains batteries
fast.

LakeLoui.se 88



Food, Lodging, and Services

Baker Creek by Basecamp
Located on the Bow Valley Parkway (Hwy 1A), approximately 15
minutes east of Lake Louise. It features a selection of log cabins
and lodge suites set along Baker Creek near the Bow River.

Setting
The lodge provides a quieter alternative to the busy village cen-
tre. It is a popular base for those looking to visit both Lake Louise
and Banff while staying in a more natural, river-side environment.
It is known for its outdoor fire pits and classic log-cabin architec-
ture.
Official site: bakercreek.com

Bill Peyto’s Cafe
A casual, welcoming cafe located in the HI Lake Louise Alpine
Centre. Named after the legendary guide and pioneer Bill Peyto.

Reputation
It is a casual gathering spot for hikers, climbers, hostel guests,
and village visitors. Confirm current hours, menus, pricing, and
service details with HI Lake Louise.
Official site: hihostels.ca/bill-peytos-cafe

Deer Lodge
Deer Lodge is closely associated with the mountaineering com-
munity at Lake Louise; the rustic, grit-and-pine reality of those
who scaled the peaks. While the Chateau Lake Louise embodies
railway Gothic luxury, Deer Lodge has a mountain-casual identity;
the unofficial home base for Swiss Guides (the Feuz and Haesler
families) who could smoke pipes, mend ropes, and plan first as-
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cents without the formal constraints of the grand hotels.

Foundational History
In 1923, Lou and Gertrude Crosby established the site as a tea-
house, capitalising on mountain tourism fuelled by the Canadian
Pacific Railway. By 1925, demand for overnight accommodation
from mountaineers led the Crosbys to expand into a full-scale
lodge. The Lake Louise Trading Post, built by Jim Boyce as a com-
mercial anchor for the townsite, was closely associated with the
property. For nearly 60 years the Crosby family operated Deer
Lodge primarily as a seasonal summer destination.

Architecture
The aesthetic is defined by hand-hewn log construction; saddle-
notched corners and locally sourced timber. The original 1923
log structure remains the architectural heart of the property.
The Rotunda (Grand Room) serves as the social anchor; a mas-
sive stone fireplace and taxidermy speak to the region’s biodiver-
sity, fostering “fireside culture”; the exchange of stories between
climbers and travellers.

Ownership and Winterization
In 1982, the O’Connor family; founders of Canadian Rocky Moun-
tain Resorts (CRMR); purchased the property. Recognising Lake
Louise’s growth as a major ski destination, they began a major
renovation to winterize the structure. Reopening in February
1985, Deer Lodge became a year-round retreat with modern in-
sulation and heating while preserving the historic log facades.
CRMR also operates the Post Hotel, Emerald Lake Lodge, and
Buffalo Mountain Lodge.

Rocky Mountain Cuisine
Deer Lodge is associated with “Rocky Mountain Cuisine”;
CRMR’s fusion of European techniques and regional Canadian
ingredients. Its culinary identity draws on the Swiss guides’ her-
itage and the high-altitude lodge tradition, but menus and dining
details change by season.
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Restoration and ongoing role
Deer Lodge has continued to evolve through restoration, winter-
ization, and changing village needs. Recent work has focused on
preserving the historic log character while adapting the property
for modern lodge use. Current accommodation, dining, spa, and
redevelopment details should be confirmed directly with the oper-
ator.
Official site: crmr.com/resorts/deer-lodge/

Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise
The most prominent landmark on the Lake Louise shoreline. Orig-
inally a simple log cabin built by the Canadian Pacific Railway
(CPR) in 1890, it evolved through several iterations and fires into
the current grand hotel.

History
The first structure, “Challet Lake Louise,” was built by Cornelius
Van Horne to accommodate early mountain tourists. After a se-
ries of expansions and a major fire in 1924, the current Barott
and Blackader-designed wing was completed in 1925. The hotel
played a central role in the development of Canadian alpinism,
hosting the first Swiss Guides who pioneered many routes in the
High Rockies.

Features
It is associated with several dining rooms, including the Wal-
liser Stube and Lakeview Lounge, and with winter lakefront tra-
ditions such as skating and Ice Magic. Hotel services, dining,
events, guest amenities, and booking details change by season
and should be confirmed directly with Fairmont. The lakeshore
area also serves as the primary trailhead for the Plain of Six
Glaciers and Lake Agnes trails.
Official site: fairmont.com/lake-louise/
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Fairview Bar & Restaurant
Located within the Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise, named after
the nearby Mount Fairview. It is a central dining room for the ho-
tel.

Setting
It offers lake views through large, floor-to-ceiling windows. The
restaurant is positioned for formal dinners and evening drinks in
a hotel dining-room setting. Confirm current hours, menus, pric-
ing, and reservations with Fairmont.
Official site: fairmont.com/lake-louise/dining/fairview/

HI Lake Louise Alpine Centre

Figure 1: Entrance sign and timber facade at the HI Lake Louise Alpine
Centre.

The HI Lake Louise Alpine Centre entrance in the village area.
A purpose-built hostel managed by Hostelling International, lo-
cated in the Lake Louise Village. It is a collaborative project be-
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tween HI and the Alpine Club of Canada.

Facilities
The centre features large common areas, a sauna, and two self-
catering kitchens. It is home to Bill Peyto’s Cafe and serves as
a village base for budget-conscious climbers and hikers. Con-
firm current amenities, rates, and booking details with HI Lake
Louise.
Official site: hihostels.ca

Laggan’s Bakery
A long-running bakery in Samson Mall. Laggan’s takes its name
from the original railway-era name for Lake Louise and is com-
monly used by hikers and skiers as a village food stop.

Specialties
It is associated with the “Health Bun” and a wide selection of pies
and pastries. Confirm current hours, menu, and pricing directly
before planning around it.
Official site: laggans.com

Lake Louise Inn
A large, multi-building resort complex located in the Lake Louise
Village. It offers a variety of accommodation types, from standard
hotel rooms to apartments with kitchenettes.

Amenities
The Inn is a central village hub for visitors, historically associ-
ated with multiple casual dining options including Legends and
the Timberwolf Pizza and Pasta Cafe. Its location makes it a walk-
able base for the village shops and the Lake Louise Visitor Cen-
tre. Confirm current restaurants, shuttle service, amenities, rates,
and booking details directly with the hotel.
Official site: lakelouiseinn.com
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Lake Louise Station Restaurant
Set in the original Canadian Pacific Railway station built in 1910.
It is located just across the Bow River from the main village.

Features
The restaurant preserves much of the historical character of the
station. In addition to the main station building, the property has
used a converted 1920s dining car as part of the setting. It adds
historical context on the role of the railway in Lake Louise’s de-
velopment. Confirm current hours, menus, pricing, and reserva-
tions directly.
Official site: lakelouisestation.com

Moraine Lake Lodge
The only accommodation located directly on the shores of
Moraine Lake. Designed by Arthur Erickson, the lodge was built
in the early 1990s to replace the original 1920s structure.

Access
Because Moraine Lake Road access is restricted, lodge access is
managed differently from ordinary day-visitor access. The lodge
occupies a secluded, high-alpine setting with direct access to the
Rockpile and Larch Valley trails. Confirm current guest access,
transportation, operating dates, rates, and booking details di-
rectly with the lodge.
Official site: morainelake-lodge.com

Mountaineer Lodge
A classic roadside lodge located near the entrance to the Lake
Louise Village. Built in the 1960s, it has been modernized while
retaining its mountain lodge aesthetic.
It offers views of Mt. Temple and is situated for both village
amenities and highway access. It is associated with an indepen-
dent village-lodge atmosphere; confirm current breakfast service,
amenities, rates, and booking details directly with the lodge.
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Official site: mountaineerlodge.com

Paradise Lodge & Bungalows
A family-owned and operated lodge located between the Lake
Louise Village and Lake Louise. Built in the 1930s, it maintains
a classic Canadian Rockies aesthetic with individual cabins and
lodge suites.

Character
The lodge is associated with a quiet, wooded setting and tradi-
tional mountain-hospitality style. It has historically operated as
a seasonal property, with cabins valued for privacy and proximity
to the lakeshore trails. Confirm current operating dates, ameni-
ties, rates, and booking details directly with the lodge.
Official site: paradiselodge.com

Post Hotel & Spa
A luxury hotel located on the banks of the Pipestone River in the
Lake Louise Village. Originally built in 1942 by Sir Norman Wat-
son (founder of the Ski Resort), it was known as the Lake Louise
Ski Lodge.

Architecture and Spirit
The hotel is noted for its distinctive red roof and log construction.
It was extensively renovated in the late 1970s by brothers André
and George Schwarz, who developed it into a nationally recog-
nized hotel associated with Swiss-inspired hospitality and an ex-
tensive wine cellar.

Dining
The Post Hotel Dining Room is associated with long-running wine-
cellar recognition. The hotel also features the Outpost, a tra-
ditional English-style pub. Confirm current dining, spa, room,
amenity, rate, and booking details directly with the hotel.
Official site: posthotel.com
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Post Hotel Dining Room
Located in the Post Hotel & Spa, this formal dining room is associ-
ated with European-influenced cuisine and a major wine cellar.

Recognition
The restaurant has received recognition from Wine Spectator.
Confirm dress code, hours, menus, pricing, and reservations on
the official site.
Official site: posthotel.com/dining/dining-room/

Skoki Lodge

Figure 2: Skoki Lodge log buildings in a grassy backcountry clearing.

Skoki Lodge in its backcountry setting beyond the Lake Louise
ski area.
Skoki Lodge is a National Historic Site of Canada (1992) and
one of the earliest commercial facilities in North America built
specifically for ski tourists. Situated at approximately 2,165 m in
the Skoki Valley, it lies 11 km from the Lake Louise Ski Resort,
reached by traversing Deception Pass. The lodge preserves the
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“Rustic Design” tradition; hand-hewn logs, saddle-notched cor-
ners, and local stone; and operates without electricity or running
water.

Name and Ecology
Charles Doolittle Walcott and his wife Mary Vaux Walcott main-
tained a seasonal field camp near Skoki Mountain; Charles named
the Skoki Formation (1928) after the type locality. The valley
was named by James Foster Porter of Illinois, who explored it
in 1911 and likened it to the Skokie marshes north of Chicago.
The spelling “Skoki” was influenced by an Indigenous word for
marsh or swamp; ironic for high alpine meadows. The trail passes
through prime habitat for Grizzly Bears, Elk, Hoary Marmots, and
American Pikas; Parks Canada manages the area as core grizzly
reproductive habitat.

Construction and Architecture
Cliff White and Cyril Paris explored the Ptarmigan and Skoki val-
leys with Swiss Guides from the Canadian Pacific Railway and
selected the site. Clifford Whyte and Paris conceived a perma-
nent backcountry shelter for the Ski Club of the Canadian Rock-
ies (SCCR). Earl Spencer, with Spud White and Victor Kutschera,
built the Main Building in 1930; a 25 × 16 ft log structure. A
kitchen wing was added in 1931; manager Jim Boyce oversaw the
upper floor and dormers (1935–36). Cabins followed: Honeymoon
and Wolverine (1932), Creek, Bunkhouse, and Former Bathhouse
(1936). The Halfway Hut (1931) provided a rest stop on the trail
from Lake Louise.

Heritage and Management
Peter and Catharine Whyte managed the lodge (1932–33), in-
fusing it with art and mountain culture; they later founded the
Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies (1958). Jim Boyce later
built the Lake Louise Ski Lodge (1942), now the Post Hotel, apply-
ing the rustic aesthetic refined at Skoki. Elizabeth Rummel man-
aged Skoki and Temple Chalet (1943–1950), overseeing logistics
and guest care in the remote backcountry. Sir Norman Watson
acquired the SCCR in 1947 and operated Temple, Skoki, and the
Post Hotel as an integrated network. June Mickle and Bert Mickle
co-managed Skoki and Temple (1961–early 1970s) for Timberline
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Tours.

Living Heritage
The lodge remains off-grid: wood, coal, and propane for heat;
kerosene lamps; communal dining. The 11 km ski or hike-in is
a rite of passage. Day trips from the lodge include Merlin Lake
(~3 km, ~200 m gain); a turquoise glacial tarn beneath the Wall
of Jericho; and the Skoki Lakes (Myosotis 2,265 m, Zigadenus
2,280 m), accessed via the Myosotis Chimney (basic bouldering).
See Skoki Valley for the Skoki Loop, passes (Boulder, Deception,
Packer’s), and current Parks Canada wildlife/permit guidance.
The lodge is operated by the Lake Louise Ski Resort; confirm cur-
rent lodging and access details directly with the operator.
Official site: skoki.com

Storm Mountain Lodge
A historic lodge located on Highway 93 South (Banff-Windermere
Highway), near the Vermilion Pass. Originally built by the CPR in
1922 as a “bungalow camp” to encourage motor tourism.

Heritage
The lodge still features the original central log building and
several guest cabins. It is known for an off-grid mountain at-
mosphere and local, seasonal dining, but current connectivity,
amenities, menus, rates, and booking details should be confirmed
directly with the lodge.
Official site: stormmountainlodge.com

The Outpost
A traditional English-style pub located in the Post Hotel & Spa,
associated with après-ski and informal gatherings.

Character
The pub has a wood-panelled interior with a fireplace and a more
casual setting than the Post Hotel’s formal dining room. Confirm
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current hours, menu, pricing, and reservations directly with the
hotel.
Official site: posthotel.com/dining/the-outpost/

Timberwolf Pizza & Pasta
Located in the Lake Louise Inn. It is a casual, family-oriented din-
ing option in the village.

Specialties
The restaurant is associated with pizzas, pasta, and a casual high-
volume dining setting. Confirm current hours, menus, pricing,
and reservations directly with Lake Louise Inn.
Official site: lakelouiseinn.com/dining/timberwolf/

Trailhead Cafe
A small cafe in Samson Mall associated with morning coffee,
breakfast wraps, and sandwiches.

Note
Due to its small size, it can queue during peak summer and win-
ter periods. Confirm current hours, menu, and service details di-
rectly.
Official site: trailheadcafe.ca

Walliser Stube
A specialty restaurant located within the Fairmont Chateau Lake
Louise. Known for its traditional Swiss fondue and extensive wine
list.

Atmosphere
The restaurant has dark wood paneling and a Swiss mountain-
cabin style. It is positioned as a hotel dining room with an alpine-

LakeLoui.se 99

https://posthotel.com/dining/the-outpost/
https://www.lakelouiseinn.com/dining/timberwolf-pizza-pasta-cafe/
https://www.trailheadcafe.ca/


Food, Lodging, and Services

European identity; confirm current hours, menus, pricing, and
reservations with Fairmont.
Official site: fairmont.com/lake-louise/dining/walliser-stube/

Whitehorn Bistro
A mid-mountain restaurant at the Lake Louise Ski Resort, at the
Grizzly Gondola mid-station. It has a large outdoor patio with
views down the Bow Valley toward Lake Louise and Mount Vic-
toria.
How you get here depends on the season. In summer it has his-
torically been tied to the Lake Louise Summer Sightseeing Gon-
dola; in winter access is tied to ski operations. Confirm current
access, ticketing, and operating details with Lake Louise Ski Re-
sort before planning around a meal.

Food and atmosphere
The restaurant is a table-service, on-mountain dining option
rather than a base-lodge counter. The patio is a notable part
of the setting in either season. Confirm current access, hours,
menus, pricing, and reservations with Lake Louise Ski Resort.
Official site: skilouise.com/activities/dining/whitehorn-bistro
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Every trail in this guide at a glance, grouped by type, so you can
compare difficulty, distance, elevation, and time before turning
to the full description. Treat distances and times as planning es-
timates and verify current trail and seasonal conditions before
committing.

Summer hiking trails

Trail Difficulty Distance Elevation Time

Big Beehive Strenuous 10.8 km
return from
lakeshore

540–630 m 4 to 5 h

Bow River
Loop

Easy East-bank
out-and-back
during
closure; 7.1
km full loop
when open

30–50 m 1.5 to 2.5 h

Consolation
Lakes

Moderate 2.9 km
one-way (6
km return)

65–135 m 2 h

Eiffel Lake Difficult 5.7 km
one-way
(11.2 km
return)

560 m 4.5 h

Fairview
Lookout

Moderate 2–2.4 km
return

100–160 m 45–60 min

Fairview
Mountain

Difficult 10.6 km
return

1,014 m 4 to 6 h

Lake Agnes Moderate 7.4 km return 400 m 3 to 4 h
Lake Louise
Lakeshore

Easy 4 km return Minimal 1 to 1.5 h

Larch Valley /
Minnestimma
Lakes

Moderate 4.3 km
one-way

535 m 3.5 to 4 h

Little Beehive Moderate 9 km return
from
lakeshore

535 m 3 to 4 h
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Trail Difficulty Distance Elevation Time

Louise Creek Moderate 2.9 km
one-way

200 m 1.5 h

Moraine Lake
Lakeshore

Easy 2.9 km return 20 m 45–60 min

Plain of Six
Glaciers

Moderate 11 km return
to teahouse;
14.6 km to
End of Plain

580 m 5 to 7 h

Rockpile Easy 0.8 km return 30 m 30 min
Saddleback
Pass

Difficult 7.4 km return 595 m 3 to 4 h

Sentinel Pass Difficult 5.8 km
one-way
(11.6 km
return)

725 m 4.5 to 5.5 h

Tramline Moderate 4.8 km
one-way

235 m 2.5 h

Wenkchemna
Pass

Difficult 9.6 km
one-way

1,010 m 7.5 to 8 h

Snowshoe routes

Trail Difficulty Distance Elevation Time

Fairview
Lookout Trail

Easy 2.0 km return 100 m 45 min to 1.5
h

Laggan’s
Loop

Easy 1.0 km loop 35 m 20-30 min

Lake Louise
Lakeshore
Trail

Easy 4 km return Minimal 1 to 1.5 h

Loop C (#27) Moderate 6.0 km loop 231 m 2.5 to 3.5 h
Louise Creek
Trail

Easy 5.6 km return 195 m 2 h

Taylor Lake
Trail

Difficult 13-14 km
return

585-625 m 4.5 to 6.5 h
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Cross-country ski routes

Trail Difficulty Distance Elevation Time

Bow River
Loop

Easy — Flat valley
floor

—

Campground
Loop

Easy — Flat —

Drummond Easy — — —
Fairview Loop Moderate — — —
Great Divide
Trail

Easy 20 km return Minimal —

Hector Easy — — —
Lake Louise
Loop

Easy — Flat lake
surface;
narrow
shoreline
return

—

Lower
Telemark

Easy — — —

Lower
Tramline

Moderate — Steady 3%
grade

—

Merlin Easy — — —
Moraine Lake
Road

Easy 16 km return 250 m steady
gain

—

Peyto Trail Easy — — —
Pipestone
Loop

Moderate — — —

Upper
Telemark

Difficult — — —

Upper
Tramline

Moderate — Steady 3%
grade

—
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• Big Beehive (summer trail; Strenuous; 10.8 km return from
lakeshore; Lake Louise Lakeshore)

• Bow River Loop (summer trail; Easy; East-bank out-and-back
during closure; 7.1 km full loop when open; General)

• Bow River Loop (cross-country ski route; Easy)
• Campground Loop (cross-country ski route; Easy)
• Consolation Lakes (summer trail; Moderate; 2.9 km one-way
(6 km return); Moraine Lake)

• Drummond (cross-country ski route; Easy)
• Eiffel Lake (summer trail; Difficult; 5.7 km one-way (11.2 km
return); Moraine Lake)

• Fairview Lookout (summer trail; Moderate; 2–2.4 km return;
Lake Louise Lakeshore)

• Fairview Lookout Trail (snowshoe route; Easy; 2.0 km return)
• Fairview Loop (cross-country ski route; Moderate)
• Fairview Mountain (summer trail; Difficult; 10.6 km return;
Lake Louise Lakeshore)

• Great Divide Trail (cross-country ski route; Easy; 20 km re-
turn)

• Hector (cross-country ski route; Easy)
• Laggan’s Loop (snowshoe route; Easy; 1.0 km loop)
• Lake Agnes (summer trail; Moderate; 7.4 km return; Lake
Louise Lakeshore)

• Lake Louise Lakeshore (summer trail; Easy; 4 km return;
Lake Louise Lakeshore)

• Lake Louise Lakeshore Trail (snowshoe route; Easy; 4 km
return)

• Lake Louise Loop (cross-country ski route; Easy)
• Larch Valley / Minnestimma Lakes (summer trail; Moderate;
4.3 km one-way; Moraine Lake)

• Little Beehive (summer trail; Moderate; 9 km return from
lakeshore; Lake Louise Lakeshore)

• Loop C (#27) (snowshoe route; Moderate; 6.0 km loop)
• Louise Creek (summer trail; Moderate; 2.9 km one-way; Gen-
eral)

• Louise Creek Trail (snowshoe route; Easy; 5.6 km return)
• Lower Telemark (cross-country ski route; Easy)
• Lower Tramline (cross-country ski route; Moderate)
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• Merlin (cross-country ski route; Easy)
• Moraine Lake Lakeshore (summer trail; Easy; 2.9 km return;
Moraine Lake)

• Moraine Lake Road (cross-country ski route; Easy; 16 km re-
turn)

• Peyto Trail (cross-country ski route; Easy)
• Pipestone Loop (cross-country ski route; Moderate)
• Plain of Six Glaciers (summer trail; Moderate; 11 km return
to teahouse; 14.6 km to End of Plain; Lake Louise Lakeshore)

• Rockpile (summer trail; Easy; 0.8 km return; Moraine Lake)
• Saddleback Pass (summer trail; Difficult; 7.4 km return; Lake
Louise Lakeshore)

• Sentinel Pass (summer trail; Difficult; 5.8 km one-way (11.6
km return); Moraine Lake)

• Taylor Lake Trail (snowshoe route; Difficult; 13-14 km return)
• Tramline (summer trail; Moderate; 4.8 km one-way; General)
• Upper Telemark (cross-country ski route; Difficult)
• Upper Tramline (cross-country ski route; Moderate)
• Wenkchemna Pass (summer trail; Difficult; 9.6 km one-way;
Moraine Lake)
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Sources, Updates,
Copyright, and Safety Note

This book is built from LakeLoui.se source content and is in-
tended for offline reading and reference.
Because it is a downloadable artifact, it can outlive the condi-
tions that existed when it was generated. Closures, prices, shut-
tle rules, parking rules, road status, avalanche hazard, grooming,
wildlife restrictions, teahouse operations, lodging details, restau-
rant hours, and resort operations can change after the build date.
Use this guide for context and orientation. Before making travel,
payment, timing, or terrain decisions, verify current informa-
tion with the responsible official source or operator. Copyright
LakeLoui.se. All rights reserved.
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